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LEVEL 5 LESSON 1

Welcome to Level 5!!! In the first lesson of Level 5, we are going to look at how to say that you “almost did” some-
thing or "nearly did” something. This is used both in situations where you "wanted” to do something (but only
almost did it) and in situations where you “didn’t want” to do something and fortunately didn't do it but almost

did it.

Ex) I almost lost my keys.

Ex) I almost passed the exam!

Conjugation

Verb stem + -(2)= HsHC}

The word # is a noun that describes "nearly getting into a situation where something happens” and in order to

use a verb with ), you need to change the verb into the future tense conjugation and add # after that.

Examples
AL} [sa-da] = to buy

- %" H.ﬂ §,|!0'|.9. [sal ppeon-hae-sseo-yo.] = I almost bought it.

2IC} [mit-da] = to believe

- :.':I% Hﬂ?ﬂo'lﬂ [mi-deul ppeon-hae-sseo-yo.] = I almost believed it.

2L} [ul-da] = to cry

- % H.ﬂ -‘}-HO'IR [ul ppeon-hae-sseo-yo.] = I almost cried.

Sample sentences
1L 2NN 2 O] Q. [mu-seo-wo-seo ul ppeon-hae-sseo-yo.]

= It was scary so I almost cried.

I almost cried because I was scared.

N

BN EHOjEE MO Q. [mu-geo-wo-seo tteo-rreo-tteu-ril ppeon-hae-sseo-yo.]

It was heavy and I almost dropped it.
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rin

= US MM L. [do-neul i-reul ppeon-hae-sseo-yo.]

= I almost lost money.

4, =2 MU0 K. [ju-geul ppeon-hae-sseo-yo.]

I almost died.

5. Z #gi =0, ot 7t0{ . [gal ppeon-haet-neun-de, an ga-sseo-yo.]

I almost went there, but I didn't go.
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Welcome everybody to the 2nd lesson of Level 5. In this lesson we are going to introduce how the honorific suffix
-Al- [-si-] is used in “politer” and “more formal” situations. Even if this is the first time you have heard about this
"honorific suffix”, you probably have already seen some expressions before that have this word -A|- in them, such

as 2HEotM|R, 2tE5| Z7HM 2 or A K.

What is -A|-?

-Al-is a “suffix” so it is never used on its own. When combined with other verbs, -A|- makes a sentence "honor-
ific”, which means that the speaker is showing respect for the person that he or she is talking about. If the speaker
wants to show respect for the other person talking with him or herself, he or she can show respect for that person,

too, by using this honorific suffix, -A|-.

How is it used?

-Al- can be used in any tense. You add -A|- between the verb stem and other verb endings.

PLAIN

Present tense: verb stem + -O}F/0{/0{ &
Past tense: verb stem + -Qt/Q/FAH

Future tense: verb stem + -2 70| 2

HONORIFIC

Present tense: verb stem + -A|- + -0{ &
Past tense: verb stem + -A|- + -RI0{ R

Future tense: verb stem + -Al- + -2 A&

** When the verb stem ends with a consonant, you need to add 2 [eu] in front of A| to make the pronunciation

easier.

Examples
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1. 2L} [bo-da] = to see

Present tense
[plain] & + -0tQ = E}R [bwa-yo]
[honorific] B + -A]- + -0{2 = EMQ [bo-syeo-yo]

Past tense
[plain] & + -Q%- + -0{Q2 = 80| [bwa-sseo-yo]
[honorific] E + -A|- + -Q4- + -0{Q = EX0{ Q2 [bo-syeo-sseo-yo]

Future tense
[plain] E + -2 AW 2 = & 0|2 [bol geo-ye-yo]
[honorific] 2 + -Al- + 2 A0 = 24 A8 [bo-sil geo-ye-yo]

. 2L} [ut-da] = to laugh, to smile

Present tense

[plain] £ + -0{2 = 20{ 2 [u-seo-y0]

[honorific] & + -CA]- + -0{Q = 2 MQ [u-seo-syeo-yO]

Past tense

[plain]  + -%A- + -0{8 = XA L [u-seo-sseo-yO]

[honorific] & + -CA|- + -%- + -0{Q = 20| [u-seu-syeo-sseo-yO]
Future tense

[plain] £ + -2 AW = 2 0|2 [u-seul geo-ye-yo]

[honorific] & + -CA|- + -2 AN = 24 0L [u-seu-sil geo-ye-yo]

Honorific subject marker

You already know what subject markers are. They are 0| [i] and 7} [ga] and they show “WHQO" did the action or
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"WHQO" is the subject of the verb.

Ex)
A F=7F {27 (Who did it?)
B: M|7F 1 Q. (Idid it.)

In honorific sentences, the subject markers change to 74| A [kke-seo]. You can only use 7| A after subjects that

you are being honorific to, showing respect toward and lowering yourself against.
Ex) A7} — ATHA
Often times, the word for the subject itself can change accordingly. For example, the word M4 'H is already in the

honorific form because it has the word “'H"” but in casual situations you can use O] or 7} as subject markers. But

other words need to change forms when they are used in honorific sentences.
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But in everyday conversations, if you are talking with people that you are somewhat close to, you can drop 74| A{

while still keeping the basic honorific forms using -A|-.

Ex)
1L AR M, AKX 24 H0o|2? = Hyunwoo, when are you going to come here?
2 0{ 2. = My teacher gave it to me.

=0| &
3. Ottt @ 0| K. = My father is here.
Irregular verbs exampls
1. EC} [deut-da] = to listen
— [honorific] &2 A|C} [deu-reu-si-da]

2. &Lt [pal-da] = to sell
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— [honorific] TtA|C} [pa-si-da]

3. HLC} [meok-da] = to eat

— [honorific] EA|C} [deu-si-da]

4. OFA|C} [ma-si-da] = to drink

— [honorific] EA|C} [deu-si-da] (** the same as BHLC})

Fixed expressions (noun + SFA|L})
There are some nouns that are only used in honorific situations. They are used with &}A|Ct to form utmost hon-

orific and polite expressions.

¥ [mal] = talk, speech, story, speaking
— 222 [mal-sseum]

— BF22SLA|ICF [mal-sseum-ha-si-da] = to talk

HLC} [meok-da] = to eat
— AlLA} [sik-sa] = meal

— AAFSEA|CE [sik-sa-ha-si-da] = to have a meal

-A 82 becoming -A|2
Originally, when -A|- is combined with -0}/0{/0§ Q, the present tense ending, it becomes -A 2. But over time,

people have started pronouncing it and even writing it as -AM| 2 because it's easier to pronounce. This is only

found in present tense sentences and imperative sentences.

Present tense:
Ex) O{C| 7} Q27? — O{C| 7}M|R7?
(O{C| 7kA 8K is still correct, but people say O{C| 7tM| 2 more commonly.)

Imperative:
Ex) StX| OpM . — SHX| OtM K.

(SHX| OtM K is still correct, but people say StX| OkM| 2 more commonly.)
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Welcome to the 3rd lesson in Level 5 at TalkToMelnKorean! After studying the lengthy previous lesson on the
honorific suffix -A|- (Level 5 Lesson 2), it is time to take a little break from grammar rules and have a light lesson.
In this lesson, we are going to look at an expression that Koreans say very often that is somewhat difficult to be

translated into English.

The keyword is =11 [su-go].

Literally, the word #=11 itself is a noun that means “trouble”, “effort” or “hard work”. But =11 is rarely used on its
own and is usually used inside some fixed expressions. These expressions using =11 are used in everyday Korean

conversations so often that we decided that they need a separate TalkToMeInKorean lesson on them.

Fixed expressions using =11

1 ¢16}A1IR. [su-go-ha-se-yo.]
This expression literally means “continue working hard”, “keep up the effort”, “keep doing the work you are doing”

or “continue taking the trouble to do it” but it is not taken as such meanings.

When you want to comment on the fact that someone is makinf a lot of effort to do something, and you want to
show either your appreciation or your support for that person by saying something as you leave the place or see

someone leave, you can say =113}M| 2. Sometimes =118} 2 almost means “Good-bye"” or “See you".

** To someone younger than you, you can say =15}l & [su-go-hae-yo] or even =113} if you are close friends with

that person. =1138}AM| 2 is much more polite than =113} Q.

Possible situations

- You received a parcel or a letter from a mailman. You want to say “thanks” but add something after that meaning
“Thank you for the effort. Keep it up!”.

- You visit or pass by someone who is working at the moment. As you walk away, you want to say “See you again

and I know you are working hard. Continue doing what you do."

Inappropriate situations
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When you are talking to someone much older than you or someone you need to show respect toward, it is inap-
propriate to say == 3}A| . If you are much younger than the other person, he or she might think that you are

rude and arrogant.

2. #ﬂa}¢i§ LI I:I'.[su—go—ha—syeot—sseum—ni—da]
This expression literally means “you made a lot of effort” or “you went through a lot of trouble doing this".

You can use this expression to someone who just finished doing some work. If you are the one who made that
person work, =118} &L|Ct could mean “Thank you for the great job you did”. If you are just commenting on
the fact that this person worked hard and has just finished something, it means “Good work” or “Congratulations

on finishing it".

** To someone younger than you, you can say =131 0{ & [su-go-hae-sseo-yo] or even =131 0] if you are close

friends with that person. But if you are not the oldest member of the group, it is still better to say =115} A& L|C}.

Possible situations

- You worked with other people as a group on a task or a project. The work is now finished. You want to casually
celebrate the fact that the work is over and lightly thank the others for working so hard.

- Other people did some work and you became aware of it. You want to say "I know you put a lot of effort into it.

It's finished now.” as a gesture of acknowledgement.

3. —?—_T'_ |_ fiﬁ I—I E-I'. [su-go ma-neu-syeot-sseum-ni-da] / ¢ L E—c-,!'%l'o'l Q. [su-go ma-na-
$se0-yo]

This expression literally means “your effort has been a lot".

You can use this expression in situations similar to those where you would say =138} &L|CH but =10 BoN&

+

L|C} is more specifically said in order to appreciate the effort. After finishing a task as a group, you would say

158 &L C all together, but individually, you can go up to someone and say =11 BfO &L L}
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"o

In this lesson, we look at how to say "I guess .., “I assume .." or "I suppose ..." in Korean. We have already learned
how to use -Zd ZC} [-geot gat-da] to express “I think .." or “it seems that ..." in a previous lesson. Today's key
structure is somewhat similar to -Zd ZtC} in meaning, but it has a stronger nuance of "I assume ... based on this

fact” or "I suppose ... because ..".

-L} HC} -na bo-da] = I assume, I suppose, I guess

This is usually only used when you are talking about people other than yourself. But when you talk about yourself
using this -Lt EC} structure, you are referring to yourself as a third person, making assumptions about why or how

you have done something.

Ex) I guess you don't like coffee.

Ex) I guess I never heard about it.

-L} 2L} is only used with action verbs.

For descriptive verbs, you need to use a different structure, which we will introduce in the next lesson.

Conjugation:
[present tense]

Verb stem + -L} ELC} [-na bo-da]

[past tense]

Verb stem + -Q/Q/F + -Lt EC} [-at/eot/yeot + -na bo-da]
Ex)
SIC = to do

St + -Lt 2Lt = lL} 2L} [ha-na bo-da] = I guess they do + something

— [present tense] StL} Ht Q.

— [past tense] BiLt B2

(For future tense, you need to use a different structure, but we will cover that in a future lesson.)
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Examples:
1.

B 2C} [mo-reu-da] = to not know

o2 + -t =R |—|' El‘ﬂ. [mo-reu-na bwa-yo.]
= I guess he(she/they) don't know.

[past tense]

=L BFL. [mol-lat-na bwa-yol]

= [ guess he(she/they) didn't know.

2.

OICt [eop-da] = to be not there, to not exist

9 +-ue = gLl BIR. [eop-na bwa-yo]

= I guess he(she/they/it) is not there.

[past tense]

8191Lf El‘ﬂ. [eop-seot-na bwa-yo.]

= I guess he(she/they/it) wasn't there.

3.

X O] RACH [jae-mi-it-da] = to be fun, to be interesting

Mol + -Lt gte = XHO| QL) B} L. [jae-mi-it-na bwa-yo.]

= I guess it's fun. / I suppose it's interesting.

[past tense]

X|'||:|| 9;!91'—" E.I'.Q.. [jae-mi-i-sseot-na bwa-yo.]

= [ guess it was fun.

4.

ALC} [sa-da] = to buy

A+ - st = AL} BEFR. [sa-na bwa-yo.]
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= I guess he(she/they) buys.

[past tense]

ML} BIR. [sat-na bwa-yo]
= I guess he(she/they) bought.

Sample sentences:
1. &7 NE Of2l ZEL} HQ.
[hyo-jin ssi-neun a-jik mo-reu-na bwa-yo.]

= [ guess Hyajin still doesn’'t know.

2. H|7} QL 2tQ.
[tto bi-ga 0-na bwa-yo.]

= I guess it's raining again.

3. Ol ZHOIAALL £t .
[eo-je jae-mi-i-sseot-na bwa-yo.]

= I guess it was fun yesterday. / I assume you had a good time yesterday.

4. 0fB2C QiL} EIQ.
[a-mu-do eop-na bwa-yo.]

= [ guess there’s no one there.

5. DRGLE =R,
[go-jang-nat-na bwa-yo.]

= I guess it broke.
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In the previous lesson, we looked at the structure -L} 2L} [-na bo-da], which can be used with action verbs to
mean "I guess ..." or "I assume ..". In this lesson, we are going to look at how to say the same thing but with de-

scriptive verbs.

For action verbs:
'Ll' EEI' [-na bo-da]

Ex)
StC} — SFLt 2Lt (I guess they do ..)
QL — QL EC} (I guess they come ..)

For descriptive verbs:
-(e) 7|‘ EEI' [-(eu)n-ga bo-da]

Ex)
OfleeC} — Of| 27+ HC} (I guess it's pretty ...)
H|MCH — H|#t7F 2L} (I guess it's expensive ...)

ECH — X271 2O} (I guess it's small ...)

For -O|LC} [-i-da] (= to be):
-O|C} changes to -?_|7|' EEI'

* Note that -O|C} is not a descriptive verb on its own but it is usually combined with nouns to make a descriptive

statement, so it is followed by -L 7} ELC}.

Conjugation for -(2)L 7} HLC}
Verb stems ending with a vowel + -L 7} ELC}

Ex) ACt - A + -L 7} ECt = 27} =L}

Verb stems ending with a consonant + -27} 2L}
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BX) BT — & + -27} 2et = &2} wet

Commonly accepted exceptions and irregularities
Even though the rule is that action verbs are followed by -L} 2 LC} and descriptive verbs are followed by -(2)L 7t

HCLC}, Korean people often use -Lt ELC} for descriptive verbs too, when the verb stem ends with a last consonant.

You can't use -(2)L 7} 2L} for action verbs, but you will often hear Korean people using -L} 2 LC} with descriptive

verbs.

Ex)

ZtC} [jak-da] = to be small

Originally, &} has to be followed by -(2)L 7} ELC} because it is a descriptive verb.
X2 7t H L} [ja-geun-ga bo-da] = I guess it's small.

But people often say ZtL} EHL} [jak-na bo-da] to mean the same thing.

Ex)

Lt [maep-da] = to be spicy

— O &7} 2Ct or YL} EC}

Present tense and past tense conjugations

[present tense]

()Lt BL} — ()L 7} 8]

[past tense]
For the past tense, you would add the suffix -Q//F to the verb stem of the descriptive verb, and after you do

that, for ease of pronunciation, you need to always use -L} BtQ after -Qt/{/SH.
So even though descriptive verb stems are followed by -(2)L 7} B2 in the present tense, they are always fol-
lowed by -QU/RU/FLt BEL in the past tense.
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Ex)
O} L} [a-peu-da] = to be sick
— [present tense] Ol + -(2)L 7t BlQ = O}E7} B8

— [past tense] OF + -QF/QU/QULL Bt = OpFfL} Bt
Exceptions
When the descriptive verb is composed of a noun and the verb QC} [it-da] or QIC} [eop-da], i.e. X{O| UL}, SERULCE,

XHO| ICt or BEGICE you need to add -Lt B2 after Q! or gf.

MO|ACH — O AL 2t / KO AALE 2t

O
o
[

n
l

DFULE BER / GEJAULE Bl
Sample sentences

St 0| BEOtR. [hak-saeng-i ma-na-yo.] = There are a lot of students.

— SHH0| 271 8tQ. [hak-saeng-i ma-neun-ga bwa-yo.] = I guess there are a lot of students.
— SHHO| REQULL BtQ. [hak-saeng-i ma-nat-na bwa-yo.] = I guess there were a lot of students.

2.

2 F HH L. [yo-jeum ba-ppa-yo.] = He's busy these days.

— QF HiET}L BLQ. [yo-jeum ba-ppeun-ga bwa-yo.] = I guess he's busy these days.
— HitL} 2} Q. [ba-ppat-na bwa-yo.] = I guess he was busy.

3.
Ot0|=0| &2{8Q. [a-i-deu-ri jol-lyeo-yo.] = The kids are sleepy.

— O}0|=0| £E2I7t BtQ. [a-i-deu-ri jol-lin-ga bwa-yo.] = I guess the kids are sleepy.

4.
12§ Q. [geu-rae-yo.] = It is so. That's right.

— 27} 589, [geu-reon-ga bwa-yo.] = I guess so.

5.
0|Z0| O WatQ. [i-jjo-gi deo ppal-la-yo.] = This way is faster.
— 0|ZF0| O W27t Bt R. [i-jjo-gi deo ppa-reun-ga bwa-yo.] = I guess this way is faster.
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Word Builder lessons are designed to help you understand how to expand your vocabu-

lary by learning/understanding some common and basic building blocks of Korean words. The

words and letters that will be introduced through Word Builder lessons are not necessarily all

Chinese characters, or X} [han-ja]. Though many of them are based on Chinese characters,

the meanings can be different from modern-day Chinese. Your goal, through these lessons, is

to understand how words are formed and remember the keywords in Korean to expand your

Korean vocabulary from there. You certainly don't have to memorize the Hanja characters, but

if you want to, feel free!

=
Today'’s keyword is T

These Chinese character for this is jz

: °g° n ') n
The word FT is related to “writing” or “letter”.

= (writing) + 2} (to become) gl' j:’ft [mun-hwa] = culture

£ (writing) + A (writing) = _I-A-I jz = [mun-seo] = document, papers

F

[ -
%)I- j:% [mun-jang] = sentence

= (writing) + & (writing) =

Fl

=
2 (writing) + X} (letter) = —ll_-xl' ;'Z —F [mun-ja] = letter, character

& (writing) + &t (to learn) =

e~
2!' ;‘ZM [mun-hak]= literature

M

[ | .
2 (writing) + ¥ (law) = ¢ Hu-l jz\(f [mun-beop] = grammar
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e

g — |
T =

{E;'Z [ju-mun] = order

Z (to pour) + & (writing) =

L

= YN .
= (to discuss) + & (writing) = L L. ﬁﬁﬂjz [non-mun] = thesis, research paper

: ==
& (writing) + 3} (to become) + Xf (property) = _||__2|'IH j{'ft,ﬁ\_{l‘ [mun-hwa-jae]

= cultural assets, cultural properties
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In this lesson, we are going to introduce how to say “as soon as” you something or “right after” you do something

in Korean.
The key structure you need to learn in order to say this is -xl'nl'xl' [-ja-ma-jal.

Conjugation

Verb stem + -X}O}X}

Examples:
HCLC} [bo-da] = to see

2 + -XtOrXt = EXHOEAL [bo-ja-ma-ja] = As soon as you see/meet/look,

ZLILC} [kkeut-na-da] = to finish

2L} + -XFOpRF = Z2LEXFORA} [kkeut-na-ja-ma-ja] = As soon as it finishes/ends

Just like "as soon as + S + V" or “right after + S + V" is not a complete sentence in English, you still need to com-
plete the sentence in Korean by adding other parts. Unlike in English, however, the “tense” is not applied to the -X}

Ot Xt part.

For example, even when you say something like "As soon as I got there, I realized ..." in English, you don't have to
say the "to get” part in the past tense in Korean. The “tense” of the entire sentence is expressed once through the

main verb of the sentence.

Ex)
7LAMORRL FSHE 0.
[ga-ja-ma-ja jeon-hwa-reul hae-sseo-yo.]

= As soon as I went there, I made a phone call.

** Note that it's just “ZtXtOFXE and not “ZXFOFAL" - the past tense is expressed only through the "0 Q" part,

the main and final verb of the sentence.
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Sample sentences
1 ol 2A0rAF S A 2.
[ji-be 0-ja-ma-ja jam-deu-reo-sseo-yo.]

= [ fell asleep as soon as I came home.
** ZECt = to fall asleep
2. ZYUSHAIOMAL 22 AR Aol Q.

[jo-reop-ha-ja-ma-ja i-reul si-jak-hal geo-ye-yo.]

= I will start working as soon as I graduate.

** ZAGIC = to graduate
** Ql = work
** A\|&tSICH = to start

3. EASEAIOMAL Mot A Q.
[do-chak-ha-ja-ma-ja jeon-hwa-hal-ge-yo.]

= I will call you as soon as I arrive.

** O XHSICH = to arrive

** XMSISIC = to call someone

4. EX0EAL o0 S X018,
[bo-ja-ma-ja ma-eu-me deu-reo-sseo-yo.]

= As soon as I saw it, I liked it.

** HLC} = to see, to look

** 020 SCt = to like

5. SO{ZFAIORA} CRA] LEZEOIR.
[deu-reo-ga-ja-ma-ja da-si na-wa-sseo-yo.]

= [ came outside again right after I went in.
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** Z0{7Ct = to go inside
** CtA| = again

** Lt QL} = to come outside
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In this lesson, we are going to look at another way of talking about a future action or state. In Level 2 Lesson

1, we introduced how to make the most standard future tense using -(2)= 0|2 and in Level 3 Lesson 6, we
introduced how to use -(2)2 A & to look for or ask for the other person’s reaction or feedback on what you are
thinking of doing, and in Level 4 Lesson 2, we looked at how to express your strong intention for doing something

or ask someone else’s intention using -(2)2( K.

Quick review
** SICF = to do

1. g Ao =I'm going to do / I will do (plain future tense)

2. 2A 8 =TI'm going to do ... what do you think? (looking for the other person’s reaction)
3. &2 =Iwant to do /I'm going to do (showing determined intention)

** Important **
It might seem like there are just way more types of future tenses in Korean than necessary, but they all serve their
specific purpose, so they will all come in handy when you need to say certain things in some specific situations.

"ou

English also has a variety of future tense forms, such as “I am going to”,

"o

[ am about to", "I am thinking of",

|ll "
1]

I wil

"I am planning to"...etc.

Today’s Key Structure:

'(2) E:l_T'_ 3" EI‘ [-(eu)ryeo-go ha-da]

Conjugation is simple

7} + -2{3 &tCt = Jhed o siot

12

+-091] BTt = Ho@ BiC}

1Ra)

b+ -02{7 it = RO @1 BIC}

Ot

+ -840 SICt = St2{ 0 SHCt

-(2)2{11 S}C} is used when:
1) someone is about to do something or wants/tries to do something

2) something looks like it is about to happen
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Usage 1) - showing intention for action
AL} [sa-da] = to buy

At2{11 SECH = to be about to buy, to be intending on buying, to be planning to buy

[past tense]

At2 {8 = I was going to buy it.

[noun group]

At2d St= AtE = someone who is planning to buy it

[present tense + -=0]

At2d1 st=0| = I am thinking of buying it and/but....

For showing intentions for doing something, -2 11 S}LCt is not very commonly used for the plain present tense (-
2410 S R) in spoken Korean. So if you say “At2{ 11 g{ " it might sound very textbook-like and formal. You can

use it, though, in very formal situations.

Usage 2) - talking about a state of the near future
= O X|C} [tteo-reo-ji-da] = to drop, to fall

EHO{X|2{ 1 SICt = to be about to drop, to be going to drop

Example:

H|7l @21 8} Q. [bi-ga o-ryeo-go hae-yo.] = It looks like it's going to rain.

How is it compared to the plain future tense?
H|7F & 0| Q. = It is going to rain. (You know this for a fact.)

H|7F @21 8| Q. = It is about to rain, judging from what I see.

Sample sentences
1 oA &+ 2hLtein H=0H, 2 2ol e.
[eo-je chin-gu man-na-ryeo-go haet-neun-de, mot man-na-sseo-yo.]

= I wanted to meet a friend yesterday, but I couldn’t meet her.
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= [ was going to meet a friend ysterday, but I couldn’t meet her.

= I was planning to meet a friend yesterday, but I couldnt meet her.

2. 2|50 SF5t2 1 of= SdS0[ Bota.
[oe-gu-ge-seo gong-bu-ha-ryeo-go ha-neun hak-saeng-deu-ri ma-na-yo.]
= There are many students who want to study abroad.

= There are many students who are planning to study abroad.
** “.2{1 SFC}H is easier for making noun groups like this than “-(2)= Z{ 0|}
3. 7tH|2r A2 S|, /71 FotR?

[ka-me-ra sa-ryeo-go ha-neun-de, mwo-ga jo-a-yo?]

= I'm planning to buy a camera. Which one is good?

4. XF7F 28{10 S R.

[chin-gu-ga ul-lyeo-go hae-yo.]

My friend is going to cry.

My friend is about to cry.

5. X177} O|AFSIE{ T 81 9.

[chin-gu-ga i-sa-ha-ryeo-go hae-yo.]

My friend is planning to move.

= My friend is going to move.

My friend want to move.

6. OJO| AT ZI0| =071 &iQ.
[a-i-seu-keu-ri-mi no-geu-ryeo-go hae-yo.]

The ice cream is about to melt.
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Welcome to another exciting Korean grammar lesson! In this lesson, we look at how to use this verb ending

-L_-I'7|' [-da-ga]. This is very commonly used in Korean when you talk about gradual transition from one action to

another or one situation to another.
When you want to say things like:

"l was on my bike and I fell”
"I was cleaning my room when I found this."

“She was watching a movie when she fell asleep.”
or

"She was studying in her room and then suddenly came up with this idea”

you can use the verb ending -E|'7|' [-da-ga] with the first verb.

** The subject of the sentence usually should be the same for both of the verbs.

Conjugation
Verb stem + -C}7}

Ex)

7Lt (= to go) — Z+Et7E
HLt (= to eat) — HCI7t
&Lt (= to play) - =Ct7t
AL (= to sleep) — AL}

Moottt (= to call) — H=tSHTH 7t

Examples
L Ch7F HEC [ttwi-da-ga meom-chu-da] = to be running and then stop

HM3E SILHIt [jeo-nwa-reul ha-da-ga] = while talking on the phone ...

TALK This PDF is to be used along with the MP3 audio lesson available at TalkToMelnKorean.com.

Please feel free to share TalkToMelnKorean’s free Korean lessons and PDF files with anybody who
IN IOREAN is studying Korean. If you have any questions or feedback, visit TalkToMelnKorean.com.



TalkToMelnKorean.com - Free Korean Lesson Notes

LEVEL 5 LESSON 9

M3E SFCH7t &0| =Lt [jeo-nwa-reul ha-da-ga ja-mi deu-reo-sseo-yo.] = to fall asleep while talking on the

Sample sentences

1L Zo| k7 F5 2o 8.

[ji-be 0-da-ga chin-gu-reul man-na-sseo-yo.]
= On my way home, I met a friend.

= While coming home, I bumped into a friend.

2. AgjH|H S 207t ol S0l 8.
[tel-le-bi-jeo-neul bo-da-ga ja-mi deu-reo-sseo-yo.]
= [ was watching television and I fell asleep.

= I fell asleep while watching TV.

3. S sttt go|of 2R K.
[yeo-haeng-eul ha-da-ga gam-gi-e geol-lyeo-sseo-yo.]
= [ was traveling and [ caught a cold.

= I caught a cold while traveling.

4. M0 M L7t MF=2 O|AF 20 Q.
[seo-u-re-seo sal-da-ga je-ju-do-ro i-sa ga-sseo-yo.]

= I was living in Seoul and then I moved to Jeju Island.

5. 8] BICH} fLojR?
[mwo ha-da-ga wa-sseo-yo?]
= What were you doing before coming here?

= What is it that you were doing before you came here?

6. LOIM SFSICH7 LEREOl K.
[ji-be-seo gong-bu-ha-da-ga na-wa-sseo-yo.]
= I was studying at home and came outside.

= [ was studying at home before I came outside.
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7.8 YO HeE EAN K.
[bap meok-da-ga jeon-hwa-reul ba-da-sseo-yo.]
= I was eating when I received the phone call.

= I was eating and then I received a phone call.

8. 51of RUCH7E SR K.
[ba-kke it-da-ga deu-reo-wa-sseo-yo.]
= [ was outside and came inside.

= [ was outside before I came inside.

9. ofC|of RUACH7t X5 027
[eo-di-e it-da-ga ji-geum wa-sseo-yo.]
= Where were you before you came here now?

= Where have you been?

10. PSR 4|1 Yoja.
lil-ha-da-ga jam-kkan swi-go i-sseo-yo.]
= I was working and now I'm taking a short break.

= I'm taking a short break from work.
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In this TalkToMelnKorean lesson, we take a look at how to use -(OI) EI'_TI_ [-(i)-ra-go].

-(0l)2t2 is usually not used alone but used with words that are related to speaking, such as DEI--‘ISI'EI' [ma-ra-da]

(to speak), 0| 0F7|'5|-|:|' [i-ya-gi-ha-da] (to talk), EH '|:=||"5|'|:|' [dae-da-pa-ha] (to answer) and also with '5|'|:|'

[ha-da], which in this case means “to say”.

-(O))2ta SIL} [-ra-go mal-ha-da] = to say that it is + NOUN
a

t
-(O])2t2 CHESICE [-ra-go dae-da-pa-da] = to answer that it is + NOUN

As you can see above, -(0])2t1 is used with nouns and is a way to quote the words before -(0|)2}11 and take the

meaning of “(say) that S + be”

Construction
Nouns ending with a last consonant + -0|2}11

Nouns ending with a vowel + -2} 11

Ex)
St= [ha-neul] (sky) + O|2t1 = S}=0|2t

L}2 [na-mu] (tree) + 2} = L}E2ID

0|7 = this

0|2t3 = that it is this, “this”

Used with other words
-(0])2t2 is usually used with words like ZS|CH O|OF7|SFC}, CHEFSIC, etc and when used with -(0])2t1, the verb

SICH which originally means “to do” takes the meaning of “to say”.

TALK This PDF is to be used along with the MP3 audio lesson available at TalkToMelnKorean.com.

Please feel free to share TalkToMelnKorean’s free Korean lessons and PDF files with anybody who
IN mREAN is studying Korean. If you have any questions or feedback, visit TalkToMelnKorean.com.



TalkToMelnKorean.com - Free Korean Lesson Notes

LEVEL 5 LESSON 10

Examples
O|72t1 Zosttt
[i-geo-ra-go ma-ra-da]

= to say that it is this, to say that this is it

SHAfO| 2t LsiCt
[hak-saeng-i-ra-go ma-ra-da]

= to say that he/she is a student

LA T2t Yt
[gam-sa-ham-ni-da-ra-go ma-ra-da]

= to say "ZAFELICH

All these expressions above can be respectively substituted with:
- 0|2tz siCt
- otdo|2ta St

=

- ZhAbgtL|CEr Bt

Stating the SUBJECT
Here's an interesting part where the subject markers in the Korean language come in to play. Even though in the
sentence &4 0|2t10 LSICE, St and ZSICH are closely related and look like St4l is the OBJECT of the verb 25}

Ct, st can still take a subject and be explained as to WHO that & is.

sHM 0|2t USICE = to say that he/she is a &4 (student)
O| AtZtO| stalio|2t 2hSICt = to say that O AFEf (this person) is a SH4 (student)
0| AtZh2 sHilio|2tn SHSICE = to say that O AFZh (this person) is a SH4l (student)
SK2t SECt = to say that something is free of charge

0| 0| Z &2t SICt = to say that this book is free of charge

O] 22 ZH2tLl SICt = to say that this book is free of charge
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You can think of this in two ways:
1. "0 M2 IR acts like a noun, so you add -2}11 S}Ct after that.

2. "0] 2" adds meaning and specification to the existing phrase "& &2t SCH

Sample sentences
1. 0| A2t2 o Q.
[i-geo-ra-go hae-sseo-yo.]

= He/She/They said that it was this.

2. 342 Abgolztn goja.
[han-guk sa-ra-mi-ra-go hae-sseo-yo.]

= He/She/They said that he/she/they was a Korean person.

3. B2t Zoer
[mwo-ra-go ma-rae-sseo-yo?]
= What did you say?

What did you tell them?

Hetd gole?

4. M7t €502t S 8.
[je-ga il-deung-i-ra-go deu-reo-sseo-yo.]

= I heard that I was the first place winner.

5. 7|7} TTMIK AF2AO|2t 1 3.
[yeo-gi-ga TTMIK sa-mu-si-ri-ra-go hae-sseo-yo.]

They say that this is the TalkToMelInKorean office.

6. K= “(person’s name)"(0|)2}11 3} 2.

[jeo-neun (person’s name)-i-ra-go hae-yo.]

My name is (person’s name).

** This is a part of a series of lessons about -2t11, -2t+=, -Ct11, and -Ch=. The other expressions will be introduce

in the future lessons. Stay tuned!
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This is the second lesson in the series ““Sentence Building Drill”. in this series, we focus on how you

can use the grammatical rules and expressions that you have learned so far to train yourself to make more Korean

sentences more comfortably and more flexibly.

We will start off with THREE key sentences, and practice changing parts of these sentences so that you don’t end
up just memorizing the same three sentences. We want you to be able to be as flexible as possible with the Ko-

rean sentences you can make.

Key sentence #1
O] SO|M OtF 7L} =2t = R?

[i jung-e-seo a-mu-geo-na gol-la-do dwae-yo?]

= Among these, can I pick just any one?

Key sentence #2
OfH| L5 m2sHM To 7kxjopxt OFF A e X St HiZ FHEA0 K.

[eo-je neo-mu pi-go-nae-seo ji-be ga-ja-ma-ja a-mu-geot-do mot ha-go ba-ro jam-deu-reo-sseo-yo.]
= Yesterday I was so tired so as soon as I got home, I couldn’t do anything

and just fell asleep right away.

Key sentence #3
2M 7L M AES0| B2 oF 2 A ZotR.
[nal-ssi-ga deo-wo-seo sa-ram-deu-ri byeol-lo an on geot ga-ta-yo.]

= I think not so many people came because the weather is hot.
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0. Original sentence:
Of S0|Af OtF ALt ZEte ER?

= Among these, can I pick just any one?

1.

0| &0 A = among these

X &0 A = among those

0| AFRE &0 A = among these people

KT E S0|A = among my friends

2.
0] Z A DEM L. = Choose among these.
Ol ZOAM R7F MY £0t2? = What's your favorite among these.

O] &0 A 3L T2 M| 2. = Pick just one out of these.

3.

OFF 7L} D2 M| K. = Pick anything.
OFR 7L} =M 2. = Give me anything.
Of2 7L} BHEOLR. = Anything is fine.

Ot Lt H&EOFR. = Anyone is okay.

4.

OFF 7L} Z2tk B 2?7 = Can I pick anything?

OFR 7L} At Ef Q7 = Is it okay to buy anything?

Of2 LI YO E B Q7?7 = Is it okay to wear whatever I want?

OFF L} ME Ef 2?7 = Can I write just anything?
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0. Original sentence:
OfM| L5 m=ohM EOfl ZEAMORAL OFR A= X ot HE2 &S A0 K.

= Yesterday I was so tired so as soon as I got home, I couldn’t do anything and just fell asleep right away.

H2 O2sfQ. =1 am so tired.
L2 O|A&s) 2. = It's so strange.
2 HIMQ. = It's too expensive.

HE £74Q. = It's so funny.

2.

O ZsiA &0 2t . = I was tired so I went home.

|28 A QF 240 Q. = I was tired so I didn't go.

o2 M LB X0 Q. =1 was tired so I went to bed early.

3.

Tlof| ZHXIOMAF =R 2. = As soon as I went home, I fell asleep.

T =AtS|RHOFRE CEA] LEREO{ . = As soon as I arrived home, I came outside again.
AAES EXOMAL MBS O Q. = As soon as I heard the news, I called.
M3t E BHALOFAL LEZEO{ 2. = As soon as [ got the phone call, I came out.
4,

O A {. =1 couldn't do anything.

o
Moo Mo

iz e
1 <Q

!

0{ K. = I couldn't eat anything.

o
ro
3L

o
N
L 2

8. =1 couldn't meet anybody.

- - - -

i

40 40 4o 4o
|.|-|
Moy i

o

{. =1 couldn't go anywhere.

5.

OtR AL 2 11 HZ HEA0 Q. =1 couldn't do anything and just fell asleep.

O AL &2 E1 LIZ0{ Q. = I couldn't see anything and came out.

OFR AL 2 At E0I20{ Q. = I couldn’t buy anything and came back.
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Expansion & variation practice with key sentence #3

0. Original sentence:
M7 HM AMRS0] B2 2 2 A Z0ot.

= I think not so many people came because the weather is hot.

1.

N7t 4 2. = The weather is hot.
M7 Q2. = The weather is cold.
M7} £0tR. = The weather is good.

MW7t 53 Q. = It's cloudy.

2.
H3AM AFE=0| 2t 2t Q. = It's hot so people didn't come.
HHiE A AFZHS 0| OF k01 Q. = People were busy so they didn’t come.

SO AFREE0| SO0 2. = It's late so people went back.
(o]

HIMEA ALZFS 0| 2F MO Q. = It's expensive so people didn't buy it.

w

APEHS0| HZ 9F 2H0{R. = Not so many people came.
OF Ol 2. = It's not so pretty.

S0 o E0{ 8. = [ don't particularly like it.
ot {22 K. = It's not too difficult.

4,
AtZHS0| o 2 74 Z0tQ. = I think people didn't come.
AFEES0| HMN Z&SH Z4 Z0FR. = 1 think people already arrived here.

=3
=
XFA S0 2 A Z0otL. = I think my friends are here.
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In Level 5 Lesson 10, we introduced the expression -(0[)2}11 [-(i))ra-go] and how it is used after nouns along with

verbs related to speaking and having conversations.

Ex)
shMo|gta HsICt [hak-saeng-i-ra-go mal-ha-dal

= to say that (someone) is a student

Ex)
Z|20 2t SHCt [choe-go-ra-go ha-da]

= to say that (something) is the best

This is when the word AFTER the -(0])2}11 part FINISHES the sentence. But if
you want to say another NOUN after -(0])2}11, you need to change the verb

into the adjective form.

SHdiolatn YStCh — 0|2t Yot
A|Tatn &tCh — A Dgtn she

** Check out Level 3 Lesson 14 to review how to use this structure to turn action verbs into the adjective form.

Shortened form

So when you want to say things like “the person who they say is the best” and “the boy that says he is my friend”,

you use this -(0|)2t2 S}Ct plus -=, which is -(OI)EI‘E -6I'E when combined together.

But since -(0[)2}11 &} is a bit lengthy, a shortened form is commonly used, which is -(0|)2t= [-()ra-neun].
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~ Mo|ats 2

Usages
You can use this NOUN + -(0])2k= + NOUN form when:

1) you want to talk about an abstract concept and its innate characteristics

Ex) LOVE is ... / This thing called LOVE is... = A} 2 = AFE0|2tE A2 ..

2) you want to introduce what something is called or how it is described
Ex) The person who they say is a doctor ... = QAf2tE AR .

Ex) This person called Hyunwoo is ... = AL2t= A ..

Sample sentences
L o710, "A22FE"2t= 40| Ao L.
[yeo-gi-e seu-kul-pu-deu-ra-neun sik-dang-i i-sseo-yo.]

= Here, there is a restaurant called "School Food".

2. M TlofetE M HOl AN K.
[jin-seok-jin-i-ra-neun seon-saeng-nim-i i-sseo-yo.]

= There is a teacher called TIAEI

3. TalkToMelnKoreanO|2t= ¥ AIO|E 0tR?
[TalkToMelInKorean-i-ra-neun wep-sa-i-teu a-ra-yo?]

= Do you know the website called “TalkToMelnKorean”?

CSREE A2 Mojglie®™ @) & 5 8ioa.
[gong-bu-ra-neun geo-seun, jae-mi-eop-seu-myeon hal su eop-seo-yo.]

= Studying is ... (something that) you can't do for a long time if it's not interesting.

5. 42, 2Azts 2177 2 AolR.
[nae-il, al-lek-seu-ra-neun chin-gu-ga ol geo-ye-yo.]

= Tommorow, a friend called Alex will come here.
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Word Builder lessons are designed to help you understand how to expand your vocabulary by
learning/understanding some common and basic building blocks of Korean words. The words
and letters that will be introduced through Word Builder lessons are not necessarily all Chinese
characters, or ¢tX} [han-ja]. Though many of them are based on Chinese characters, the mean-
ings can be different from modern-day Chinese. Your goal, through these lessons, is to under-
stand how words are formed and remember the keywords in Korean to expand your Korean
vocabulary from there. You certainly don't have to memorize the Hanja characters, but if you

want to, feel free!

==
Today’s keyword is 2.'

AN

These Chinese character for this is = .

i
The word QI is related to “to gather” or “gathering”.

D~ -
2| (to gather) + A} (to gather) = .Q.I AI- fﬁi [hoe-sa] = company

== o R
2| At (company) + & (member) = 2' Al"é fﬁi,% [hoe-sa-won] = employee,
worker
8|0 ¢

3| (to gather) + Q| (to discuss) = lﬁ'ﬁ [hoe-ui] = meeting

IOIAI =

2|2| (meeting) + A (house, residence) = B 0k . [hoe-ui-sil] = meeting

room, conference room

D

=5
3| (to gather) + 4! (food, to eat) = gl *—! @ [hoe-sik] = get-together dinner,

company dinner
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2| (to gather) + A| (to count, to calculate) = 2' 7:" [hoe gyeo] = accountlng

e
3| (to gather) + H| (to spend) = gl HI % [hoe-bi] = (membership) fee,

(membership) dues

b

e
—

3| (to gather) + €l (the number of people) = 2.' -I /E\ [hoe-won] = member

2| (to gather) + 3} (word, to talk) = 2' gl' _‘E [hoe-hwo] = conversation

Al (to gather) + 3| (to gather) = AI-g.l T:t [sa-hoe] = society

e
= (country, nation) + 3| (to gather) = %2' Ey [guk-hoe] = National Assem-
bly

e
i (big) + 3| (to gather) = I:H gl ﬁ [dae-hoe] = competition, tournament
=9
u (to teach) + 2| (to gather) = J._L'.Q.I 225& [gyo-hoe] = church

e sl
& (the same) + 2 (to like) + 2| (to gather) = %22' IEIZZ? [dong-ho-hoe]

= club, society
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In this lesson, we take a look at the verb ending -(2) |—| 77" [-(eu)ni-kka]. Through our previous lessons, we
have introduced how to use 212§ A and -0f/0{/0 A to link sentences and show a reason/result relationship be-
tween them. This verb ending, -(2)L|7}, is used when the verb before -(2)L|7} is the reason for another action or

the basis of a judgement.

Construction
Verb #1 Stem + -(2)L|7l} + Verb #2

The verb (Verb #1) before -(2)L|7} is the reason or the basis of judgement for Verb #2.

Difference between -0}/0{/{A{ and -(2)L]|7}

- Both of these structures show the reason/result or cause/effect relationship of two verbs, but -0t/0{/0J A can't be

used in imperative sentences or with “Let’s".

Ex)
Xl= L7} LSO H2ts =AM 2. (0)

= I am busy now so call me later.

Xz BiihA LESOH| Hotsl] F=AR. (X)

** -0t/0{/0{ M can't be used with imperative sentences.

Ex 2)
Xl o257t 22| ot e Bt (0)

= I am tired now so let's watch the movie tomorrow.

Xg o= 22| ot WY Bt (X)

** _0F/0{/0d Al can't be used with “Let's".

(22| ot LHY HtL can be translated in two ways. When E}Q is translated as “let's watch”, the entire sentence
can NOT exist. But when 22 just means “we are watching” or “we are going to watch”, the whole sentence can

mean "We are tired now so we are going to watch the movie tomorrow.")

TALK This PDF is to be used along with the MP3 audio lesson available at TalkToMelnKorean.com.

Please feel free to share TalkToMelnKorean’s free Korean lessons and PDF files with anybody who
IN mREAN is studying Korean. If you have any questions or feedback, visit TalkToMelnKorean.com.




TalkToMelnKorean.com - Free Korean Lesson Notes

LEVEL 5 LESSON 14

- For basic greetings and when talking about your own feelings or situations, you can't use -(2)L|7} and you have

to use -OF/0{/0{ A{.
Ex)

o M 1o g. (0)

= Thank you for coming.

o FL{7} 1ot K. (X)

Ex 2)

OfX| ofmtM = 2toig. (O)

= I was sick yesterday so I couldn’t come.

OfX| of=L{7} 2 =K. (X)

Sometimes, -(2)L|7t can mark the end of the sentence when you are simply answering a question or providing a

basis for a judgement or an action.

Ex)
Q O|AH & M0{2? = Why did you buy this?
A. BtUO L7}, = Because it is delicious. (Ht2t/casual language)

= OtloL|te. (EHE/polite and formal language)

HEOLR. OP77F EE2 L7}

= It is okay. (Because) I already saw it earlier.

** In this sentence, if you are speaking in S, you need to add -8 after £t L|7} but it is still OKAY not to
add it because this can be understood as a simple change of order of the sentence parts. (O}77f 2to L|7} HEOLR

> EorR, Of7t ZoL|nt)

Sample sentences

1. 2Lt 974 ZA77FR? = It's hot, so shall we turn on the airconditioner?
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- YA ofojz ZtR? (¥

- H9IM ofoj 7oK, (0)

(= It was hot so I turned on the airconditioner.)

2. M K| 2 HteEL|t L= M3t =M. = T am busy now so call me later.

- X X5 i LS o ekl FHR. (X)

- M X5 BHEL7} LIS HetEA K. (0)

(= T am busy now so I will call you later.)

- 00 2127 AN HAN K. (O)

(= There was some bugogi in the refrigerator so [ ate it.)

4. LY 2L 20|L|7t LfY SEM . = Tomorrow is Sunday so do it tomorrow.

- L 22 Y00A WY StHR. (X

- LY 2200l & ot Ao, (0)

(= Tomorrow is Sunday so I am not going to work.)

TALK
nK@REAN
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How is -(0|)2} &= used?

- It is attached after nouns, adverbs or particles to add one of the following meanings:

1) something is suggested but is not the best out of all choices

Ex) O|H2tE, XMetz, HU|2tE, etc

when used after O} (any), 5+ (who), 0{C| (where), ¢1H| (when), or H{
(which),

2) any choice is fine

Ex) AAX2te, FF2ts, etc

when it is used after certain adverbs or words describing number or quantity,
and
3) the speaker wants to emphasize the number or quantity and add the

meaning of “even”

Ex) ot 2t HAlEtE, 1E2{2tE, etc

4) the speaker is showing some suspicion about a certain possibility

Ex) ZA| Z7|2tE, O X2tk etc

** Construction is very simple:
- Words ending with a vowel + -2}

(Ex: O|A + 2t& = 0|H2tk)

- Words ending with a last consonant + -O|2tT

(Ex: 2 + 0|2} = S0|2tK)
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Sample sentences
1. OAH2tE FM| 2. [geu-geo-ra-do ju-se-yo.]
(In this case, "717{ (that one)” is not the best choice, but you ask for it anyway.)

= Give me that (if you don’t have anything better/else).

2. MtAtEtE 2227 [haem-beo-geo-ra-do meo-geul-lae-yo?]
(In this case, you don’t have any other proper food, so you are suggesting having snack at least.)

= (I don't have any better food, but) Would you like some snack (at least)?

3. 41 g3tete =227 [nae-il yeong-hwa-ra-do bol-lae-yo?]
(In this case, you mean that watching a movie is not the best or most that you could do together, but you suggest

it anyway because it's better than nothing. If you are very excited about watching a movie, you would instead just

say L2 23} =289

Maybe we can watch a movie or something tomorrow?

Do you want to watch a movie or something tomorrow?

N

. O|HA2tE dljof Ef Q. [i-reo-ke-ra-do hae-ya dwae-yo.]

(In this case, you imply that there are other things that could be done but you can't do all of them, and this is
what you can at least do to either stay out of trouble or to solve a situation.)

= [ should at least do this.

= This should at least prevent further trouble.

= I should at least do this, or else...

5 M dXz2te & = QO K. [jeo-neun eon-ja-ra-do gal su i-sseo-yo.]
(In this case, you imply that “when” you go wouldn't make much difference.)

=1 can go anytime.

6. H2tE O 2. [mwo-ra-do ma-syeo-yo.]
(In this case, & means “something”, you are telling the other person to at least drink SOMETHING, since you think
it would be at least better than nothing.)

= Drink something (since it would be uncomfortable for me to see you not drinking anything).
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7. SlEete wWa| ZL0fF B K. [ha-ru-ra-do ppal-li kkeut-nae-ya dwae-yo.]
= I need to finish it quickly. Even one day sooner would make a lot of difference.

(SIE 2tz 2| can also be understood as a fixed expression that means “as soon as possible”.)

8. At 2tE 50|27 [sa-go-ra-do na-sseo-yo?]
(AL 7} LECE means “an accident happens” and here, if you add -2} after Af11, you imply that you have no con-
crete evidence or fact but you have suspicion that something happened, so you ask the other person meaning

"You had an accident or what?")

You had an accident or what?

By any chance, did you have an accident?
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In this lesson, let us take a look at how to make narrative present tense sentences using
(/&) El‘. This verb ending is usually used when you are talking to someone NOT older
than you and on close terms with. It is also often used in writing when describing what is hap-

pening.

When -( /=) LC} is used in writing, there is no distinction between formal language (Z5H2¥)

and casual language (22,

Construction
Action verbs:
- Verb stems ending with a vowel + -L C}

Ex) X}C} (to sleep) — ZtC}

- Verb stems ending with a last consonant + -=C}

Ex) =C} (to bake) — ==Lt

* If a verb stem ends with 2, you drop the 2 and add -L C}.

Ex) ZC} (to sell) — O} + L C} — ZC}

Descriptive verbs:
- Verb stem + -C}

Ex) Off 24 Ct — Of 8

** In the case of descriptive verbs, since the verb stem is what you have after you take away -
Ct from the verb, the narrative present tense form is actually the same as the verb's dictionary

form.
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UACH AL
- QICt and GILC} are conjugated in the same way as descriptive verbs, therefore they stay the

same in the narrative present tense.

Usage Type 1 (In speaking & writing)

- This is ONLY when you are talking to someone NOT older than you.
You use -(L /=)Lt when:
1) you want to show your reaction or impression when talking about a present action, situation.

Ex) 0|7 ZC}! = This is good!
(In HtZ you would say "0|7{ Z£0}" to the other person in the plain present tense, but 0|7 £
Ct has a stronger nuance that you saw something for the first time and shows your reaction

better.)

Ex) 0§ 7| ZOtX| QCH = Over there! There is a puppy here!
(In Bt you would say "0{ 7| ZOFX| JUO{!", but O 7| ZOtX| QULt generally shows your surprise

or excitement better.

Ex) X 7| 7|Xt X|L}ZCE = Over there, there is a train passing by.

(In the plain Bt you would say "X 7| 7|X} X|L}7}, but X 7| 7|X} X|LtZtC} is generally more
commonly used when you want to show your surprise or discovery of a certain fact.)

Ex) 3} 2Ct. = The phone is ringing.

(In the plain B2, you would say T3} 2F. But here, you are describing a certain situation or ac-

tion AS it's happening in the narrative form.)
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2) you want to talk about a present action, situation or a regular activity.

Ex) L} HX ZtCt = I'm leaving now (before you).
(In the plain Et2}, you would say Lt HXA| 7} or L} HX ZA, but here, you are describing the
current situation in the narrative form. It is as if you are saying "Hey, [ am leaving now, as you

can see. Tell me now if you want to show some reaction.”)

Ex) d2{™, CtS0|l= L =Cf ¢t stCt. = If you do that(If that's the case), next time, [ won't in-
vite you (and make that a rule).

(In the plain B2, you would say 12|, CHEOjl = L ZCH O S, or 12| ¥ TR0 1
OF gt 7{0f. since you are talking about the future, but if you want to talk about it as a rule or

a habit, you can say L§ Z=CH ¢t StC})
Usage Type 2 (Only in writing)

When you use -(L /=)Lt In writing, the distinction between formal language and casual lan-
guage disappears. In fact, this is a very common way of describing a series of actions, there-
fore this -(/=)LC} is very commonly used in personal journals, recipes, narration scripts for

documentary films, etc, wherever a very neutral and narrative voice is required.

Ex) Z22 2= O 8A[0| LO{ T LOjLIAM MY BA ot= €2 HEEZS E&= AO[L,
(In a documentary film) (Kyeong-eun gets up at 8 AM as usual. The first thing she does after

she gets up is checking her cellphone.)

Ex) O] stil0f A= 5008 2| st =0] ot=0{E Bi=2Lt

(In this school, 500 students learn Korean.)
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Sample sentences
1. 25 SM =CH
[0-neul nal-ssi jo-ta]

= The weather is good today!

2. "3}7F OF Ej Q. Of? CHA| =ICH
[jeon-hwa-ga an dwae-yo. eo? da-si doen-da!]

= The phone is not working. Huh? It's working again!

3. 87| Y AI7E et
[jeo-gi nae chin-gu-deul on-da]

= There come my friends.

4. 2" L= o 7|M 7|CHElCE?
[geu-reom na-neun yeo-gi-seo gi-da-rin-da?]

= Then I will wait here, okay?

5.

rot

=0

[han-gu-geo-reul jal ha-go si-peu-myeon mae-il gong-bu-hae-ya han-da]

i

2ol

n>
I:E
=
ne
OH
4
ot
°
o
n

= If you want to speak good Korean, you need to study everyday.
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In this lesson, we take a look at the verb ending -( L /+=)C}= and -( /=) C}11. Before
we go on and explain this, however, it would be a good idea to briefly review some of the pre-

viously introduced verb endings that are related to this.

Level 5 Lesson 10: NOUN + -(O])2t1 + VERB related to speaking or communi-

cation

Ex)

NOUN + -(0|)2t12 + SICt = to say that something is NOUN, to say “NOUN"

NOUN + -(0|)2t12 + AL} = to write that something is NOUN, to write down "NOUN"

Level 5 Lesson 12: NOUN + -(0])2}= + NOUN

Ex)
NOUN + -(0|)2t= + A}Z = a person who says he is NOUN, a person who's called NOUN
NOUN + -(0|)2t= + =2 = a place that's called NOUN

Level 5 Lesson 16: VERB + -(-/=)C}

Ex)
7}C} (= to go) — Lt M ZIC} (= Hey, I'm going to go.)
HLC} (= to eat) — Lt 0|7 H=Ct. (= Hey, I'm going to eat this.)

QL (= to come) — Mz} 2L} (= Hey, the phone is ringing.)

And the verb ending we are introducing in this lesson is a COMBINATION of -(0])2}1 and -(

L /=)t
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The "NOUN + -(0|)2t11 + VERB" structure is used when you want to say “(they) say that
(something is) + NOUN". And when you want to say “(they) say that (something) + VERB", you

change "2}" to "C}".
NOUN + -2}11 — VERB + -C}11

But this is not it. In order to change a verb into the -C}11 form, you need to use the narrative

form, which we introduced in the previous lesson.

NOUN + -(O])2f11 + 2stcl/siCt/ACt/A /R 2L etc
VERB + -( - /=) CFl + 2s}cl/siCl/ACt/& O/ 2 20 etc

(* LS|t = to say / SFCF = to say / ALt = to write / AL} = to write down / 2 2L}t = to call)
Examples
- Combined with Z3}IC} (= to say)

Action Verbs

7fCt — ZtCE3 SECH (= to say that someone is going, to say that someone will go)

)
HCO} — 20t USICH (= to say that someone sees something, to say that someone is going to

see something)

Decriptive Verbs
Z Lt — Lt HSHCH (= to say that something is good)

At — ACtd HISICt (= to say that something is big)
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- Combined with L} (= to hear)

Action Verbs
QLCt — 2Lt =C} (= to hear that something/someone is coming)

HCt - HECtn EC (= to hear that someone is eating something)

Descriptive Verbs
H|MICE — H|MICH D =L} (= to hear that something is expensive)

OEQUCH — SERUCD ECt (= to hear that something is delicious)

Sample Sentences (of both -(0|)2t1 and -(L/=)Ct)
1. 2atn sho|e?
[mwo-ra-go hae-sseo-yo?]

= What did you say?

2. M=t 20t 30l K.
[jeon-hwa on-da-go hae-sseo-yo.]

= I said that your phone is ringing.

3. Z1 AMEO| LHY =CH1 3 Q.
[geu sa-ra-mi nae-il on-da-go hae-yo.]

= He says that he will come tomorrow.

4. 2 ArE0| oM 20 o R?

[geu sa-ra-mi eon-je on-da-go hae-sseo-yo?]
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= When did he say he would come?

5. 71 AM2tO| O| A H2t: 3Hole?
[geu sa-ra-mi i-geo mwo-ra-go hae-sseo-yo?]

= What did he say this was?

6. ot=2 AS0| Y& St SN Q.
[han-gu-geun gyeo-u-re jeong-mal chup-da-go deu-reo-sseo-yo.]

= I heard that it's very cold in winter in Korea.

7. 04710 2t MOF EfR?
[yeo-gi-e mwo-ra-go sseo-ya dwae-yo?]

= What should I write here?

8. TTMIKO| £LC}11 MM Q.
[TTMIK-i jo-ta-go sseu-se-yo.]
= Write that TTMIK is good.

9. & ZICt 28l FA K.
[jeo-do gan-da-go ma-rae ju-se-yo.]

= Please tell them that I am going to go, too.

10. O|A B RALED S A0 K.
[i-geo jae-mi-it-da-go deu-reo-sseo-yo.]

= I heard that this is fun.

** Bonus Sample Sentences (using -(L/=)Ct= before nouns)
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11. TTMIKO| X{O|QJCH= O|OF7|E £ 0| 1.
[TTMIK-i jae-mi-it-da-neun i-ya-gi-reul deu-reo-sseo-yo.]
= I heard (a story that) someone (was) saying that TTMIK is fun.
12. § & ZtCh= HAIX| & 2018,
[jeo-do gan-da-neun me-si-ji-reul nam-gyeo-sseo-yo.]
= I left a message saying that that I would go too.
13. ot=0{ & SFottt= 80| K.
[han-gu-geo-reul gong-bu-han-da-neun nae-yong-i-e-yo.]
= It's a story/content that (someone) is studying Korean.
14. 42 W7t M=o ZICh= O|0F7| & SN K.
[gyeong-eun ssi-ga je-ju-do-e gan-da-neun i-ya-gi-reul deu-reo-sseo-yo.]

= I heard (a story that) someone (was) saying that Gyeong-eun was going to Jeju Island.

15. X5 ZIChHe AFEOl lo K.
[ji-geum gan-da-neun sa-ra-mi eop-seo-yo.]

= There is no one that says that they will go.
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The verb ending -(2.) L /=X] is basically used with verbs related to knowing, guessing, in-

forming, thinking, etc, for expressing the meaning “whether or not".

It can also be used with words such as =7 (who), 0{C| (where), {2 A (how), 2ff (why), AX|
(where), & (what) and €0OtLt (how + adverb/adjective) to mark the end of a question inside a

compound sentence.
Conjugation:

(1) Action verbs

- Verb stem + -=X]|

Ex)
YL} - HEX

AEE = Ab=X]
- When the verb stem ends with =, you drop the 2 and add -=X|

Ex)
=Lt - =%

=Lt = F =X

(2) Descriptive verbs
- Verb stems ending with a vowel + -L X]|

(The verb O|C} (to be) is included in this category as well.)
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Ex)
3.[|- — E—XI

Off 2Lt — Of| K]

- Verb stems ending with a consonant + -2X|

Examples

1)

0|7 20 a? [i-geo mwo-ye-yo?] (= What is this?)
+ 20tR7? [a-ra-yo?] (= Do you know)

— Do you know what this is? = 0|7 2 X| &0tL?

O[A #O|E} — O[H FO] + -LX| — O] HIX| — O|H HX|

— 0|H K| Lote?

(2)
27t £0t27? [mwo-ga jo-a-yo?] (= What is good?)
+ =2t8. [mol-la-yo.] (= I don't know.)

— I don't know what is good. = &7} £2X| =2}Q.

H7t BLH — H7F F + -2 - |7t F2X

~ Y7t £27 B2te.
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3)
=M 7F ULt [mun-je-ga it-da] (= There is a problem.)
+ 2 E M Q. [mu-reo-bo-se-yo.] (= Ask.)

— Ask (them) whether there is a problem. = 2X|7} Y=X| SEHEAN L.

ZM7F ALt = ZM7E X + -=X] = 2H7F UK

|7|' AAI_X| EO'IEA-"-Q-

Sample Sentences
1. O] AR F7QIX| OfAM| 272

[i sa-ram nu-gu-in-ji a-se-yo?]

Do you know who this person is?

2. 0| H HMES2X] B =M K.
[i-geo gwaen-cha-neun-ji bwa ju-se-yo.]

= See if this is okay.

3. At H2X] T FAH K.
[mwo sa-go si-peun-ji mal-hae ju-se-yo.]

= Tell me what you want to buy.

4. Y Q2| B 4 QX 20 Yol
[nae-il man-nal su it-neun-ji al-go si-peo-yo.]

= [ want to know whether we can meet tomorrow or not.
X7t e A™st=X| =22tR?
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[je-ga wae geok-jeong-ha-neun-ji mol-la-yo?]

= Do you not know why I worry?
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In this lesson, we are looking at how to use the structure “Verb + -(92) El':'_ + Verb”.
Through our previous lessons, we have learned that -(2)2t1, - /2/=Ct1, etc. are used for
quoting what something is called or what someone said. And today, let us look at how -(2)2}

11 is used after a verb to make a quoted imperative statement.

Conjugation
Verb stems ending with a vowel + -2t10 + S}CH/2SICH/AACH/ECH etc.

Ex) 2L — Heta Spot/2 oot/ AL/ = /et

Verb stems ending with a last consonant + -(2)2t1 + SICH/ZSICH/ A LCH/ELCH etc.

Ex) HCt — Hogtn SCH/DUSICH A CH ECHetc.

Examples
HELC} (= to see)

— HEt SICt = to tell (someone) to look at (something)

HLC} (= to eat)

— BHogt ASICE = to tell (someone) to eat (something)

XLt (= to sit)

— o gt1 SICt = to tell (someone) to sit down

Sample sentences
1. 89| si2tn Ll FM 2.
[jo-yong-hi ha-ra-go mal-hae ju-se-yo.]

= Please tell them/him/her to be quiet.
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2. A7GSHA| Eata ola.
[geok-jeong-ha-ji mal-la-go hae-sseo-yo.]
= They told me not to worry.

= I told them not to worry.

3. 571 72t ol e?
[nu-ga ga-ra-go hae-sseo-yo?]

= Who told you/her/him/them to go?

4. 0|C|2 22t o Q?
[eo-di-ro o-ra-go hae-sseo-yo?]
= Where did they ask you to come?

= Where did you ask them to come?

5. 2% Moty 2t HojL.
[hyo-jin ssi-han-te ju-ra-go hae-sseo-yo.]
= They told me to give this to Hyojin.

= I told them to give that to Hyojin.
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In this series, we focus on how you can use the grammatical rules and expressions that you have learned so far to

train yourself to make more Korean sentences more comfortably and more flexibly.

We will start off with THREE key sentences, and practice changing parts of these sentences so that you don't end
up just memorizing the same three sentences. We want you to be able to be as flexible as possible with the Ko-

rean sentences you can make.

Key sentence #1
Xla 2% M7t vHEpM 2 2k St MEte 271872

[ji-geum hyo-jin ssi-ga ba-ppa-seo mot gan-da-go ha-neun-de, jeo-ra-do gal-kka-yo?]
= Hyojin says she can’t go because she’s busy now, so if you don’t mind me

going instead, shall I go?

Key sentence #2
OfF| I Bt Hejn =0, 2o AHEo] L5 BiofA Fols £ #o8.

[eo-je chin-gu-rang yeog-hwa bo-ryeo-go haet-neun-de, yeong-hwa-gwan-e sa-ra-mi neo-mu ma-na-seo yeong-

hwa-reul mot bwa-sseo-yo.]
= I was going to watch a movie with a friend yesterday, but there were too

many people so we couldn’t watch the movie.

Key sentence #3
A7 H[HO|L|7} Ot%| O ote| = TSHX| OrAM| K.

[geu-geo bi-mi-ri-ni-kka a-jik a-mu-han-te-do ma-ra-ji ma-se-yo.]

= It's a secret so don’t tell anyone yet.
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0. Original sentence:
Xla 2% W7t HHEtAM 2 Zickn of=g|, XMEt: 27182

= Hyojin says she can't go because she’s busy now, so if you don't mind me going instead, shall I go?

1

2 ZtCt0 SICH = to say that one can't go (somewhere)
&2 M =Lk ShLt = to say that one can't eat (something)
2 SHCHD SICH = to say that one can't do (something)

2 FUCtD SICt = to say that one couldn't do (something)
2.

Xete Z27te? = Shall I go instead, if you don’t mind?
X|2O0|2tE Z77tR? = It might be a little late, but shall we go now at least?

SHO2t= Z7tR? = Shall we go to a park or something (even though it might not be the best place to go to)?

0. Original sentence:
OfF| T ol Ha{ Y=o, S22l AtEHo| T BofA BetE 2 H#ola.

= I was going to watch a movie with a friend yesterday, but there were too many people so we couldn’t watch the

movie.

1

OofN *7gt dot 2e{n O Q. = [ wanted to (and I was going to) watch a movie with a friend yesterday.
St

O{X| O|OF7|5l2{1d i K. = [ was going to tell you yesterday.
LY O|OF7|38t2{ 1l MO{ K. = I was going to tell you tomorrow.

2Xt s 22l O 2. = I wanted to try doing it by myself.
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At2HO| L2 BEOtM H3E 2 20| Q. = There were too many people so I couldn’t watch the movie.
L2 HttttA Ot&l ZI71E 2 2t0{ Q. = I've been too busy so I couldn’t go on a vacation yet.
HE2 21T L0 HFO{ Q. =1 was so nervous that I forgot.

LEL 397F B BiotA 22 £ MO K. = Today I had too many meetings so I couldn’t work.

Expansion & variation practice with key sentence #3

0. Original sentence:
A7 H|'ZO[L| 7} Ot%| O THE|| = SEX| OtAM| L.

= It's a secret so don't tell anyone yet.

1

e

H| 20| L|7t S| Ot K. = It's a secret so don't tell anyone.

BALLUM 22Xt SX| OFM| 2. = It's heavy so don't lift it alone.

t

I. [m]

oLt 2o BE[X| OAM| 2. = It's important so don't forget.
f
f

EE AL & CHX| OFM| 2. = It's hot so don't touch it.

o N

SHH| = 2FSHX| OrM| 2. = Don't tell anyone yet.

o

M= 7HX] ObM| 2.

Don't go anywhere yet.

A A

AL ARX| OHA 8.

Don't buy anything yet.

L L 2 9
1A

= OHFX| OFA 8.

Don't meet anybody yet.
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In Level 4 Lesson 17 and Level 4 Lesson 23, we had our first two lessons on word contractions

in Korean. Let us review them very briefly.

Ex)

1)
O[ZA (= this) — O|A

0|H + = — oA

(2)
A (= that) = XA

A+ - XA

(3)

0|21 A 3tE — 0|2 ™ = if you do it like this

MEA SH — 2™ = if you do it like that

(4)
OEH s|2? - O{Hs|2? = How do we (deal with the situation)?

Now in this lesson, we are going to look at how the object marker - is combined with

the word that comes before it in everyday Korean.
As you already know -2 and -Z are object markers in Korean sentences. -= is used after

words that end with a last consonant and -£ is used after words that end with a vowel.
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But in everyday spoken (and sometimes written) Korean, after words that end with a vowel, -
£ is often changed to -2 and -2 is just attached at the end of the last vowel of the previous

word. (Therefore, -& stays the same.)

Examples
1. § =1, me (honorific)

X + & = & (me + object marker) - &

2. O|AH = this

0|7 +& = O|HE (this + object marker) — O| &

3. 87| = here, this place

7| + & = 0§ 7| = (this place + object marker) — O &

4. 2| = what

g + £ = 8| & (what + object marker) - &

** Note that the examples above only contain words that are very frequently used on daily
basis. Those are words that most people habitually use shortened forms for quite often. As for
words that are not as frequently used as those above, such as &5 (milk), 2| (head), etc, it's
entirely up to the speaker whether they want to shorten them (for example, to &, H Z, etc)
or not. In most cases, however, contracted forms such as &, &, etc, using words that are

not always used everyday, are often used in spoken Korean but not in written Korean.

Sample sentences

L 57t 2 s:0ie?
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[nu-ga jeol bul-leo-sseo-yo?]

= Who called me?

2. 002 oA EAAR?
[yeo-gil eo-tteo-ke a-ra-sseo-yo?]

= How did you find out about this place?

3.2 7|ICt2| /Aoje?
[mwol gi-da-ri-go i-sseo-yo?]

= What are you waiting for?

4. 0|2 Fote| FOF = Q?
[i-geol nu-gu-han-te jwo-ya dwae-yo?]

= Whom should I give this to?

5.2 =2{0f 5fR?
[eo-dil nul-leo-ya dwae-yo?]

= Where should I press?
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Word Builder lessons are designed to help you understand how to expand your vocabulary by
learning/understanding some common and basic building blocks of Korean words. The words
and letters that will be introduced through Word Builder lessons are not necessarily all Chinese
characters, or ¢tX} [han-ja]. Though many of them are based on Chinese characters, the mean-
ings can be different from modern-day Chinese. Your goal, through these lessons, is to under-
stand how words are formed and remember the keywords in Korean to expand your Korean
vocabulary from there. You certainly don't have to memorize the Hanja characters, but if you
want to, feel free!

Al
-1 -

Today's keyword is

These Chinese character for this is ﬁ

The word *—! is related to “food” and “to eat”.

Al (eat) + A} (work, job) = *—! AI- ﬁgg‘ [sik-sa] = meal

AlCEH

Al (eat) + & (house) = 1O ﬁﬁ' [sik-dang] = restaurant

el A
Al (eat) + Z (thing, stuff, item) = *—! 1 ﬁ[:'ﬁ'j [sik-pum] = food product, groceries
Al (eat) + Ef (table) = &l §|I- ﬁé [sik-tak] = (dining) table

(=) A
2 (drink) + Al (eat) = Eé| é\kﬁ [eum-sik] = food

(= A
2 (drink) + Al (eat) + & (store) = E*—! xn-l é\kﬁ}_g [eum-sik-jeom] = restaurant

Zt (gap, space) + Al (eat) = ?_I-*—! Fﬁlﬁﬁ [gan-sik] = snack
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Al

u V7, /2
= (powder, flour) + 4| (food) = I “=—y *ﬁ}ﬁ [bun-sik] = flour-based food
Q| (outside, exterior) + Al (food) = QI &! ﬁl\ﬁ [oe-sik] = to eat out, to dine out
1} (excessive) + Al (food) = J-I_I'*I i@ﬁ [gwa-sik] = overeating, excessive eating

ﬂ
- -
= (back, after) + Al (food) = —?— *—l ’/f\'ﬁﬁ [hu-sik] = dessert

Al (test) + 4! (food) = AI = Eﬁﬁ [si-sik] = sample food, food sampling
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In Level 5 Lesson 4, we introduced the structure -L} ELC} for action verbs, and in Level 5 Lesson
8, we explained how -(2)2{11 SIC} is used. When you combine those two structures together,

you get -(2)2{11 SfLt ELC}.

And this can be made even shorter:
-(2)8{1 §jLt Bt — -(2)2{ Lt EC}

Meaning:

-(@)2{Lt ELCt is a way of expressing your assumption about a future action that you "assume”
someone is going to take or something that you “assume” will happen. For a similar meaning,
you can use -(2)z A ZL} but -(2)= A ZL} generally has a stronger meaning than -(2)2iLf

H L} and you sound more certain of your statement when you use -(2)z A ZLC}.

When you are making an assumptive statement based on what you saw, the reason that -(2)2{
Lt 2C} has a weaker meaning than -(2)= Z ZLC} is that you are talking about what you see

as someone else’s intention for doing something.

Construction:
Verb stems ending with a vowel + -2{L} ELC}

Verb stems ending with a last consonant + -2 2{L} ELC}

Examples:
1. ©FC} [dat-da] = to close

Cr 4 -OB{L} ®C}= SrOpL} WL}

!

Sto L} H}Q. [da-deu-ryeo-na bwa-yo.] = I guess they are going to close it. / It looks like

they want to close it.
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* C}
=

o

A Z0tQ. [da-deul geot ga-ta-yo.] = I think they will close it.

2. ZO{7}LC} [geo-reo-ga-da] = to walk somewhere
407t + -8{L} ECt = Ao 7L}t Bt

— ZA0{7t2{L} E}R. [geo-reo-ga-ryeo-na bwa-yo.] = It looks like he is going to walk there.
*A0{d A Z0tR. [geo-reo gal geot ga-ta-yo.] = I think he will walk there.

** Note that you cannot use -(2)2{L} 2L} for descriptive verbs, since you can’'t have an inten-
tion for "being” in a state. You can talk about “becoming + adjective” or about your effort for

getting in a certain state, but not for generally describing a state that you ARE definitely in.

Sample sentences
1.7t 28 BodL} BtR.
[ka-pe mu-neul da-deu-ryeo-na bwa-yo.] [Original verb: &L} = to close]

= It looks like they are going to close the cafe.

2. X|2 A|ZStE Lt Bl Q.
[ji-geum si-ja-ka-ryeo-na bwa-yo.] [Original verb: A|ZtSICH = to start]

= It looks like they are going to start now.

3. C} Z0| E0{dL} B}R.
[da ga-chi deu-reo-o-ryeo-na bwa-yo.] [Original verb: 0{ 2L} = to come in]

= I guess they are all going to come in together.
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4. 7}53t0 o e eLt B,
[ga-jo-ka-go yeo-haeng-eul ga-ryeo-na bwa-yo.] [Original verb: 7}C} = to go]

= It looks like she's planning to go on a trip with her family.

5. LY = EMTL =L} Bt
[nae-il-do nal-ssi-ga chu-u-ryeo-na bwa-yo.] [Original verb: &L} = to be cold]

= It looks like the weather is going to be cold again tomorrow.

TALK This PDF is to be used along with the MP3 audio lesson available at TalkToMelnKorean.com.

Please feel free to share TalkToMelnKorean’s free Korean lessons and PDF files with anybody who
IN mREAN is studying Korean. If you have any questions or feedback, visit TalkToMelnKorean.com.



TalkToMelnKorean.com - Free Korean Lesson Notes

LEVEL 5 LESSON 24

In Level 2 Lesson 30, we introduced how to use -X| OFM| & [-ji ma-se-yo] after verb stems to
tell someone NOT to do something. The key verb is ':'E"E|' [mal-da], which means to not do

something or to drop the intention of doing something.

EX)
7tX| OtM| 2. [ga-ji ma-se-yo.] = Don't go.
SHX| OFM| L. [ha-ji ma-se-yo.] = Don't do it.

Bt5l|SHX| OFM| 2. [bang-hae-ha-ji ma-se-yo.] = Don't interrupt me.

In this lesson, we are looking at how to use the verb 2L} in the form "2 1" and make expres-

sions such as “Not this one but THAT one.” “Not here but over there.” or “Don’t buy it and use

this one”

Construction

When you want to say “not A but B” with nouns, you just need to use 2+ 11 between them.

Ex) A2 B

When you want to say “"don’t do A but/and do B" with verbs, you need to add -X| after the
verb stem, just like you would with sentences ending in -X| OtA| 2.

Ex) [Verb A]-X| &1 [Verb B]

*Note that -1 [-go] is the same ending you see in the word 12|11, meaning “and”.
Examples with nouns

1 27/ 23 AHIO =M L.

[u-yu mal-go keo-pi ju-se-yo.]
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= Give me NOT milk BUT coffee.

= Give me coffee, NOT milk.

2.0|H &1 XA AA L.
[i-geo mal-go jeo-geo sal-ge-yo.]
= Not this one, but that one over there, I will buy it.

= I will buy that one over there, not this one.

*Here you are using verbs such as “to give” and "to buy”, but when the main verb of the sen-
tence is "to be”, instead of using &1, you need to use -0|/7} OfL| 11, because the opposite of

“to be"” (-O|C}) is not 2C} but OfL|C}.

Examples with verbs
1. AM™SHK| 2 Ok o) 2t Q.
[geok-jeong-ha-ji mal-go geu-nyang hae bwa-yo.]

= Don't worry and just give it a try.

2. =X 2 2R QM Q.
[neut-ji mal-go il-jjik o-se-yo.]

= Don't be late and come early.

Sample Sentences
1 HolotA| 20 ZAt HAIX] 2L =M.
[jeong-hwa-ha-ji mal-go mun-ja me-si-ji bo-nae ju-se-yo.]

= Don't call me but send me a text message.
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2. X Z|Cie[X| 220 HY Tt 2 e.

[jeo gi-da-ri-ji mal-go meon-jeo ga-do dwae-yo.]

Don't wait for me. You can go first.

You can go first without waiting for me.

3.X7k2 20| X 2 EHR 20 €oM 8.
[cha-ga-un mu-re neot-chi mal-go tteu-geo-un mu-re neo-eu-se-yo.]

= Don't put it in cold water but put it in hot water.

4. 4

rlo

o}7] 21 OHE XOoM 2tz Ao K.
[nae-i-reun yeo-gi mal-go da-reun go-se-seo man-nal geo-ye-yo.]
= Tomorrow, we are going to meet NOT here BUT in a different place.

= Tomorrow we are going to meet at a different place instead of here.

5. X|& ARK| 210 ZF 2 7|Ch2|M K.
[ji-geum sa-ji mal-go jo-geum-man gi-da-ri-se-yo.]

= Don’t buy it now and wait just a little while.
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There are many expressions in Korean that make a sentence less direct and less straightforward,
and therefore a bit “softer”. What we are introducing today is also one of those expressions.

-L/2/= Ho|c}

e

[-n/eu/neun pyeo-ni-da]

Originally, the word H [pyeon] means “side” as found in words such as “opposite side (&2 H)”
or “same side/team (Z & H)". But you can use the word T in the structure "adjective + H + -

O|Ct (to be)” to say that something or someone is “rather + adjective”, “somewhat + adjective”,

“on the + adjective + side” or they “tend to be +adjective”.
Let’s look at some examples.

When you want to straightfowardly say that something is big, you can just say "7 [keo-
yo.] using the verb A C} [keu-da]. But if you use the same verb but use it in the - /2/& HO|
Ct form, "2 H0|0f| 2., the meaning changes to “It's on the bigger side.” “It's rather big.” "It's

somewhat big." or even "It's not small” or “It tends to be small.

Construction
Descriptive verbs: Verb stems ending with a vowel + - HO|LC}

Verb stems ending with a last consonant + -2 HO|LC}
Action verbs: Present tense — Verb stem + -= HO|LC}

Past tense — Verb stem + - /2 HO|LC}

More examples:
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Ot — Aot = It's small.
— A2 0|0 Q. = It's rather small. It's on the smaller side. It's not the biggest. It tends

to be small.

H|MCF — HIMIR. = It's expensive.
— H|W HHO0|0f| 2. = It's rather expensive. It's not the cheapest. It's a bit expensive.
oot E & X|Ct — IOot=E & Q. =1 play the piano well.

— H|Ot E & X|= HO|0| 2. =1 play the piano rather well.

-0f| HISHA / -0 H|SHH

[-e bi-hae-seo / -e bi-ha-myeon]

Now you know how to describe something somewhat less straightforwardly. You can still use

the -(2)L HO|LC} structure when you want to compare two or more things or people with one

another.

You already know how to say “than” in Korean. It's - 2L} [-bo-da]. So you can say things like “

O|AELHZ HO|ML”, "MELt HE HO[0 R, etc.
Another commonly used expression is -0'|| H|'6'Hk| [-e bi-hae-se0].

The letter H| comes from the word H| 11, and both H| and H| 1 mean “comparison” (*Note that

H| is never used on its own to mean “comparison”). So -0f H|3}j Al means “compared to (some-

thing)”.
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Examples:
X't 301 BISHA BZ HO[0| L.
[ji-nan ju-e bi-hae-seo ba-ppeun pyeo-ni-e-yo.]

= We are somewhat busier compared to last week.
(Similar: X|4t =EC} HE 0|0 2.)
oh=0f0f HISHA Z=0l= E30| 2 HO|o L.

[han-gu-geo-e bi-hae-seo il-bo-neo-neun ba-reu-mi swi-un pyeo-ni-e-yo.]

= Compared to Korean, Japanese tends to have an easier pronunciation.

-0jl H|5}H

-0 H|S}H is similar to -0 H|3{A{, but since it has the ending -(2)H, it contains the meaning
of “IF". So whereas -0f| H|3j A means just “compared to (something)”, -0f| H|S}H means “if you

compare it to (something).
Sample Sentences:
1. X0 H|3}™H ESl= HO|0f Q.

[jeo-e bi-ha-myeon jal-ha-neun pyeo-ni-e-yo.]

= If you compare to me, you are pretty good at it.
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2. XM Oof Bl Eot= HO[0 K.
[jeo-e bi-hae-seo jal-ha-neun pyeo-ni-e-yo.]

= Compared to me, you are pretty good at it

3. 047|= CH2 X0 HIsHM =&t Holo K.
[yeo-gi-neun da-reun go-se bi-hae-seo jo-yong-han pyeo-ni-e-yo.]

= This place is, compared to other places, pretty quite.

4. JE A0 H|s|A X|SHAEO| 2 HO| Q.
[geu-rae-do beo-seu-e bi-hae-seo ji-ha-cheo-ri ppa-reun pyeo-ni-e-yo.]

= But still, compared to the bus, the subway is faster.

5. M 07| At 2= HO[0| K.
[jeo-do yeo-gi ja-ju 0-neun pyeo-ni-e-yo.]

= I come here quite frequently, too.
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In this lesson, we are going to look at how to say “instead of” in Korean. The key expression
to remember here is EH+_|0'|| [dae-si-ne]. The word CH4I [dae-sin] literally means “substitu-
tion” or “replacing” and the verb CHAISICH [dae-sin-ha-da] means “to substitute” or “to replace”

someone or something.

In English, you use the expression “instead of” BEFORE the noun or the verb, but in Korean, you

need to put "CHAO|" after the noun or the verb.

Examples
(With nouns)

e

. O] CHAIG| [i-geo dae-si-ne]

instead of this

2. 0|H T4 XA [i-geo dae-si-ne jeo-geO]

that one instead of this one

*Please note the difference in word order in English and in Korean.

w

. X T4l [jeo dae-si-ne]

instead of me

N

. X CHAIOf X X727} [jeo dae-si-ne]

instead of me, my friend (subject) ...

When you want to use C{ 0| with verbs and say things like “instead of doing this”, “instead of

buying it", or “instead of working”, you need to change the verb into the adjective form so that
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it can modify CHAI0f.

Construction:

Verb stem + -=

Ex)
AFCE (= to buy) --> Ab= CHAIO|| (= instead of buying)

OtLICH (= to meet) --> BtLE= CHAIG)| (= instead of meeting)

Another meaning of LC|{410j|

Basically "Noun + CHAI0f|" or “Verb + -= CHAI0|" means “instead of”, but when used with

verbs, CHAI0] can also have the meaning of “in return for + V-ing”.

For example, using this, you can say things like the following:
1. T will help you this time. But “in return”, you have to help me next time.
2. You can watch TV now but “in return/to make up for it” you should study hard later.

3. I will teach you English, but “in return” you have to teach me Korean.

Examples
1. O||HOl= N7} =eF EH 2. Ao CHSol= XE =2 Fof =i .

[i-beo-ne je-ga do-wa jul-ge-yo. dae-si-ne da-eu-me-neun jeo-reul do-wa jwo-ya dwae-yo.]

I will help you this time. But in return, next time, you have to help me.

O[Hof= M7t ot == CHAOf, CtE0ls XME =2 FOoF .

2. M7t oA & == oo, X S0 &5 =2 O} =K.
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[je-ga i-geo bil-lyeo ju-neun dae-si-ne, jeo yeong-eo gong-bu do-wa jwo-ya dwae-yo.]

= I will lend you this, but in return, you have to help me learn English.

Sample sentences
1 HA+#H ool 7tHEHS Mo K.
[keom-pyu-teo dae-si-ne ka-me-ra-reul sa-sseo-yo.]

= [ bought a camera instead of a computer.

2. 0= 7t= Hilof Ot=HIOIEE o8,
[yeo-haeng-eul ga-neun dae-si-ne a-reu-ba-i-teu-reul hae-sseo-yo.]

= Instead of traveling, I did a part-time job.

3. 2= X Jt= CfAOf, L 23 2OF B K.
[0-neul il-jjik ga-neun dae-si-ne, nae-il il-jjik wa-ya dwae-yo.]

= Since you are leaving early, to make up for it, you have to be here early tomorrow.

4. K OiAof 7t o 2 AR A0R?
[jeo dae-si-ne ga-go si-peun sa-ram i-sseo-yo?]

= Is there anybody who wants to go instead of me?

5. Ottt Ci &l A0t = Ao .
[a-ppa dae-sin eom-ma-ga ol geo-ye-yo.]

= Instead of my father, my mother will come here.

*In both spoken and written Korean, people often drop the particle “-0f|" and just say CHl or -
= o

L.
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In this lesson, we are looking at a very popular verb ending in Korean, -&0oHR) [-ja-na(-yo)].
-&0H(R) is used in various contexts and therefore has various meanings, but you can use -&0t
2 most commonly when you want to ask the other person to agree with you or when you are

correcting the other person’s remark.
Meaning of - 0}(R)

-&0KH(R) originally comes from the structure -X| 20H{R) (Go to Level 1 Lesson 21 to review on
this grammar point.), which means “to not + Verb”, but now has an indepenent meaning is that

quite different from the original form.

When you attach -& 0 R) at the end of a verb stem, the sentence takes the meaning of “You
see?” "No, that's not true. In fact, .." "Come on, .." etc. So you can use this structure when you
are correcting what someone else said or insisting that what you are saying or have said is cor-
rect. You can also sometimes use -&0f(R2) when you are providing an excuse or a reason for

something.

Construction
Verb stem + -&0O} (Casual form)
Verb stem + -#% 0L (Formal form)

Verb stem + -&& L7} (Most formal form)

Past Tense

Verb stem + -QU/QAU/F + -FoHR)
Future Tense
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Verb stem + -(Q)2 7{ + -ROHR)
Examples and comparisons with -X| 2:0}(R)
1. &=L} [chup-da] = to be cold

Plain present tense: =2/ Q. [chu-wo-yo.]

Verb stem: £ [chup]

-5oHR) form: H&O0LL. [chup-ja-na-yo.]
= Come on, it's cold.
= You see? It's cold.

= No, that's not true. It's cold!

-X| &or(R) form: K| 0tL. [chup-ji a-na-yo.]

= It is not cold.
2. o}C} [ha-da] = to do

Plain present tense: 5| . [hae-yo.]

Verb stem: S} [ha]

-&oH( ) form: SHEOLR. [ha-ja-na-yo.]
= You see that I'm doing it now.
= No, that's not correct. I do.

= I'm doing it now. Give me a break.
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-X| oHR) form: FX| &0}L. [ha-ja a-na-yo.]

= I do not do it.

Sample sentences

L OfX| ZUEOLR.

[eo-je ma-raet-ja-na-yo.]

= I told you yesterday! (Don't you remember?)

= Come on. I told you yesterday (already).

2. HEEOIR.

[gwi-yeop-ja-na-yo.]
= Because it's cute!
= You see? It's cute!

= Isn't it obvious why? It's cute!

3. O{AtO] LHE & AlZE AEOLR.

[eo-cha-pi nae-il-do si-gan it-ja-na-yo.]

= We have time tomorrow, too, anyway. Give me a break.
= Don't you see that we also have time tomorrow?

= Why not? We still have time tomorrow, right?

4. 25 L UO0|TEOLR.
[0-neul i-ryo-i-ri-ja-na-yo.]
= Come on. It's Sunday today.

= It's because it's Sunday today!
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5. YO

[al-ja-na.]

Come on. You know.

You know exactly (what I am talking about).
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In this lesson, we are looking at the structure -(2) 2 Z=HF0{| 1L} [-(eu)l su ba-kke eop-
da]. This is a combination of the two grammar points that were already introduced in our pre-
vious lessons. In Level 2 Lesson 17, we introduced how to use -(2)z == QILC} to say that you

can't do something, and in Level 3 Lesson 18, we looked at how 0] is used in negative sen-

tences to express the meaning of “only”.

-(@)a £ SILC} [-(eu)l su eop-da] = can't

ex) & 4= 20| Q. [hal su eop-seo-yo.] = You can't do it.
ex) & T 90 Q. [bol su eop-seo-yo.] = You can't see it.

HF0J| + negative sentence = only
ex) 0| &0 10 K. [i-geo ba-kke eop-seo-yo.] = I only have this. (lit. I dont have anything
other than this.)

ex) 38 0|l ot 20| Q. [se myeong ba-kke an wa-sseo-yo.] = Only three people came.

When you put those two grammar points together, 5+0j| [ba-kke] goes after = [su] because &}

non "o

Of is used with nouns and == [su] is a noun that means “way", “idea”, "method” or “solution”.
- -(Q)z F SJ-I\EI' + I':‘rll-o" =-(Q)= _J|\_I_:||_||-0“ SiEl'

-(©)= FHH0| QILC} literally means “other than THIS, there is nothing else you can do” or

"outside of these options, there is none”. When naturally translated to English, it means “can

only” or “"to have no other choice but to" do something.

Examples

1 APEf — & =8f0f SlEt
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to have no other choice but to buy

2. ZI|5ICt — 7| =510f GlCt

to have no other choice but to give up

3. ZOSICE — FOte =51of St

= can only like, can't not like

-(©)= FHF0| 2L} can also mean “it is more than natural” or “it is obviously expected”

to do something or to be in a certain state.

Examples
- O|EL - o242 =5t0f QiCt

to be obviously expected to be difficult

'_l

2. HIMCH — H|& =510 lct

to be obviously going to be expensive

w

A DELE — A[TL2{E =50l SiCt

to be bound to be noisy

Sample Sentences
1. OfX & B0l Ot A, 25 Tj2g =510 glof.
[eo-je su-reul ma-ni ma-syeo-seo, o-neul pi-gon-hal su-ba-kke eop-seo-yo.]

= He drank a lot yesterday, so he's bound to be tired today.
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= He drank a lot yesterday, so there is no way that he can not be tired.

2. D|QHSEX|EE O] HA & =510 8lola.
[mi-an-ha-ji-man i-reo-ke hal su-ba-kke eop-seo-yo.]

= I am sorry but there is no other choice for me but to do it this way.

3. 18 +=50f glola.

[geu-reol su-ba-kke eop-seo-yo.]
= It's bound to be that way.

= It's expected to be that way.

= That can't be helped.

4. & 0|0F7| % S5t0f gloja.
[tto i-ya-gi-hal su-ba-kke eop-seo-yo.]

= I have no other choice but to talk to them (about this) again.

5. 20| & 410 gloj8.
[geok-jeong-i doel su-ba-kke eop-seo-yo.]
= Of course [ am worried.

= I'm obviously going to be worried.

** You can replace -(2)z 0] ¢ with ¢ -(2)a =7} §10{ 2 in most

cases.
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In this TalkToMelnKorean lesson, we are looking at how to say the following:
ex 1) He said that he would help me.
ex 2) They said that it would be fun.

ex 3) She said that she had studied Korean for three years.
Through some of our previous lessons, we looked at various forms used for "quoting” someone.

Level 5 Lesson 10: Noun + -2}11 + Verb
Level 5 Lesson 12: Noun + -2}= + Noun

Level 5 Lesson 16: Verb + -(/&=)Ct + Verb, Verb + -(/=)Ct= + Noun [Present Tense]

And in this lesson, we are going to take a look at how to use -2t with the future tense and
the past tense. If you already know how to make a future tense or a past tense sentence, it's

very simple.

Past Tense + Quoting
Verb Stem + -Qt/Q1 /¥ + -C}1 (+ SICH/ XL SICL/0|OF7|8ICH/ S L}/ etc)

StCh — RUCt
Lt — HRACHD
APCE — MEFD
ARCE — AFQfCHT

= A

HCt - 2Ctn
UCtD HSICH = to say that they did it
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SO0 =L} = to hear that they saw it

HCtD MO Q. = They said that they had done it.
2Ct0 R0 K. =1 heard that they had seen it.

Future Tense + Quoting
Verb Stem + -(2)& H + -2}11 (+ St/ LstCt/0|0k7|StCt/ECl/etc)

Ex)

'C')_l-EI- —

ot

v 1=t

gl'll:l-—>

mjo

Heto

nro 1z

ALCH = AF 22T

=L —

>

v 1=l

HT
in}
}
Il
N
in
ll|

4

X

USICE = to say that they will do it

Mhr  mot
N

oo
Ho K

=L} = to hear that they will see it

X

. = They said that they will do it.

fJ
Il

Y
=AU K. =1 heard that they were going to see it.

M mot
N
o
kJ

Sample Sentences
1. 2= H7F & 72t Hofe.
[0-neul bi-ga ol geo-ra-go hae-sseo-yo.]

= They said that it would rain today.
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2. 0 A2 WY CHAl & A2t ol 8.
[geu sa-ra-meun nae-il da-si ol geo-ra-go hae-sseo-yo.]

= He said he would come again tomorrow.

3. 50| =9 & At o K.
[chin-gu-deu-ri do-wa jul geo-ra-go hae-sseo-yo.]

= My friends told me that they would help me.

>~

4. 4L OtE| & & A2t S0 8.
[saeng-il pa-ti-reul hal geo-ra-go deu-reo-sseo-yo.]

= I heard that they were going to have a birthday party.

5. O[ARUCE SRA0R.
[i-sa-haet-da-go deu-reo-sseo-yo.]

= I heard that you moved.

6. OfA 1 F=f B HAHR?
[eo-je geu yeong-hwa bwat-da-go hae-sseo-yo?]

= Did you say that you saw that movie yesterday?

7. O{H| ISty Gt = A2t oK
[eo-je chin-gu-deu-ran-te yeong-hwa bol geo-ra-go hae-sseo-yo?]

= Did you tell your friends yesterday that you would watch a movie?

8. LI CIAl = At 23l FA| 8.

[nae-il da-si ol geo-ra-go ma-rae ju-se-yo.]
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= Please tell them that I will come again tomorrow.

9. L= 0 2 2t EotR.
[da-eum ju-e kkeun-nal geo-ra-go haet-ja-na-yo.]

= You said that it would end next week, didn't you?

10. X| &2 &40 HRELHD SA=H|, HpA0 K2
[ji-ga-beul i-reo beo-ryeot-da-go deu-reot-neun-de, cha-ja-sseo-yo?]

= I heard that you lost your wallet. Did you find it?
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In this series, we focus on how you can use the grammatical rules and expressions that you
have learned so far to train yourself to make more Korean sentences more comfortably and

more flexibly.

We will start off with THREE key sentences, and practice changing parts of these sentences so
that you don’t end up just memorizing the same three sentences. We want you to be able to

be as flexible as possible with the Korean sentences you can make.

Key sentence #1
HM 10AL 7t 25 7HX] 22 WY 7t8.
[beol-sseo yeol-si-ni-kka, o-neul ga-ji mal-go nae-il ga-yo.]

= It's already 10 o'clock, so don't go today and go tomorrow (instead).

Key sentence #2

H7F Ol A et F+&= thilof, ChZ ol X7t F£Efo] A2™H S0 Fof =K.
[je-ga i-geo do-wa ju-neun dae-si-ne, da-eum beo-ne je-ga bu-ta-gi i-sseu-myeon deu-reo
jwo-ya dwae-yo.]

= I'm helping you with this one, but in return, you have to help me when I have a favor next

time.

Key sentence #3

X2 CHE ARl sieL 7t X2t 2 4 510l glofa.

[ji-geu-meun da-reun sa-ra-mi eop-seu-ni-kka jeo-ra-do gal su ba-kke eop-seo-yo.]

= There is no one else now so there's no other way but for me to go there (even though I'm

not the best person for it).
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0. Original sentence:
HM 10A|L|77L, 2F 7H] 21 WY 7.

= It's already 10 o'clock, so don't go today and go tomorrow (instead).

1.
M 1A|0| Q. = It's already one o'clock.
HM 2A|L|77} = since it's already two o'clock

2
Hal

3AN0| 2. = It's still three o'clock.

2
Hal

AA|L|7]} = since it's still four oclock

2
QL5 JIX T LYY 7ta.

Don't(Let's not) go today but go tomorrow.

2A 7HA| 2

my!
©
N
fo
I

Don't(Let’s not) go there alone but go together (with me/them).

OfA AMX| &

>
X
Dl
20
1

Don't(Let's not) buy this but buy that one.

= 7K 230 WY 2727 = Shall we not go there today and go tomorrow (instead)?

0. Original sentence:

M7t O] A ot == Halof, CtE 2ol X7t £&0] o™ S0 o 5.
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= I'm helping you with this one, but in return, you have to help me when I have a favor next

time.

1.

0|7 S}= CHAI0| = instead of doing this

Q= g3} E&= A0 = instead of watching a movie today, in return for letting you watch a
movie today

Q= Ot 7t= O Al0f| = instead of not going there today, to make up for not going there today

2.

Ct2 HO| M7t £EHO| Q9™ = next time if I have a favor (to ask)

CtS ol & BtLIEH = next time you meet me, when you see me next time, if you see me
next time

CtS ®Of| CtA| 28 = when you come back next time

w

EFO| 01 2. =1 have a favor (to ask).

Jm

FSELF =0 M| 2. = Please do me a favor.

I 4qr A4

EtO| =0, =0 FOF tjL. = I have a favor (to ask of you), and I need you to do me that

0. Original sentence:
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Xlg2 thE MEO0| fleL7t Mete & & 510 8lol K.
= There is no one else now so there's no other way but for me to go there (even though I'm

not the best person for it).

1.

CtE AFZEHO| €10{ Q. = There is no other person.

K22 CHE AIE0| Q10| K. = There is no other person now.
K= CHE AtEHO| @O L7} = since there is no one else now

XZFL2 otRE QO L7} = since there is no one now

2.

Z 2= 5o €10{ Q. =1 can't not go., There is no other way but to go.

Xete 4 3= 510f| 810{ 2. = Even though I might not be the best person for it, I have to go
there.

XNete, 2Xtete 2 = 20 8101 2. = Even though I might not be the best person for it, and
even though going alone might not be the best choice, I have no other choice but to go

there.
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