


 Tulcea

UKRAINE

TULCEA, municipality; county seat; port on the Danube; the entrance gate to the Danube Delta; 31 m. alt.;
97,500 inhabitants (1992); the city of Aegyssus, the 6th cent. B.C.; attested by documents as the town of
Tulceain 1595, The "Danube Delta" Museum, setup in 1949, with several sections: The Section of Natural
Science (32, Progresului St,)presentsthe past, the flora and fauna of the Danube Delta - biogroups, dioramas,
aquariums with species of fresh and brackish water fish, collections of insects, molusca, herbaria, fishing
tools, specific tothe Delta. The Section of History and Archaeology (4, Gloriei St.)-an outdoor archaeological
park - the vestiges of the city of Aegyssus, archaeological finds from the nealithic, from the Geto-Dacian,
Romanand Roman-Byzantine periods; library, documents, numismatic collection (Greek, Roman, Byzantine,
medieval, modern). The Art Section housed in an edifice built by Ismail Pasha in 1870 - "The Palace of the
Pashas" - paintings, sculptures and pieces of graphic arts, drawing on the scenery from the Dobrudja and the
Danube Delta; collection of medieval icons, of Easternart (rugs, cultic objects, jewelry, costumes). The Section
of Ethnography and Folk Art (4, 9 Mai St.)- collection of costumes, ornamental pieces, rugs, tools, pottery;
exhibits, referring to traditional occupations, house furnishings, specific to the area, folk architecture. The
Monument of Independence (Horei Hill), erected in memory of the heroes from the Independence War of
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1877 - the foundation cast in 1879 (General Carol Davilla, presentat the festivity, impressed by the moment
he experienced, took down the decorations from his chest and laid them side by side with the parchment
scroll, buried at the base of the monument), inaugurated officially in 1904 (sculptor G. Vasilescu and C.
Balacescu) and restored toits initial shape in 1977. The "StNicholas" Cathedral Church (Progresului St.),
builtin 1862, a monument of architecture (by an "irade", permission was granted to build its domes, butlower
than the minaret of the mosque). The "St George" Church (Pacii St.), a church with a clock, a monument of
architecture, erected in the 19th cent.; the architectural style enriched with Eastern elements. The grand
mosque "Azzizie" (Independentei St.)a monument of Eastern art, restored in 1924, after the design of the
edifice of worship, erected by Ismail Pasha, before 1877. The Old Townhall (14 Noiembrie St.), an edifice
from 1872, the former Turkish gendarmerie. The "Spiru Haret" Lycée (14 Noiembrie St a building from
1883 - the oldest secondary school in the Dobrudja. The Civic Square of the City, achieved in 1972 (arch.
Gh. Tofan - paved with marble flags. The Equestrian Statue of Ruling Prince Mircea the Old (Civica Square),
sculptor I. Jalea, 1972. The Bust of Spiru Haret (sculptor V. Chiriachide, 1923). The Railway Station -
original architecture, with a boot-shaped roof. The Embankment of the Danube, the Ciuperca lake, the
Zaghen lake, the Bididia Forest, leisure areas.

AGHIGHIOL, village: a spa of local interest (a salt water lake with therapeutic mud); a palaeontological
reserve (fossils of ammonites, fauna from the Triassic time); the place where a princely tomb, from the middle
of the 4th cent. B.C. was discovered, famous for its extremely rich inventory. Nearby the Popina Isle (on the
Razelm lake), maximum height 47 m.; micro wildlife reserve - the favourite nestling place of the white and red
shelled ducks (natural monuments).

BABADAG, town; 60 m. alt; a locality boasting of elements specific to a spa, surnamed the "Sinaia of the
Dobrudja": attested by documents in 1330. The Eastern Art Museum (1, Mihai Viteazul St.), organized in
"The Panaghia House", a former Muslim madrasah; the museum, setup in 1973, exhibits works of contemporary
Romanian fine arts: a collection of eastern art from the 17th - 19th cent.; Shiraz, Anatolian, Sirme, Ghiordes
rugs; cashmeres, embroideries, costumes sewn with gold thread; copper vases with damascene oramentation;
arms; pieces of jewelry; furniture inlaid with mother-of-pearl; ceramics. The Ali-Gazi-Pasha Mosque (7,
Geamiei St.) built during the reign of Sultan Murad | (1359 - 1389) - one of the oldest monuments of Muslim
architecture from this country, with a 30 m. high minaret; museum with Eastern cultic objects. In the yard, the
tomb of general Ali-Gazi-Pasha. The Kalaigi Fountain (nearthe mosque)-atypically Dobrudjanarchitectural
specimen - this is where the followers ofthe Muslim faith washed, when they came on pilgrimage to the Tomb
of Dervish Baba-Suri-Saitik ( Macin St.) canonized after his death; according to legends, the name of the
town derives from him. Viticultural area: the red wine of Babadag rivals the wine of Nicoresti. Surroundings:
the Babadag Lake - an area for leisure and angling. The Forests of Babadag with species of plants of
Balkan - Pontic - Tauri type and a wildlife reserve for deer (150 ha.). Around the date of June 15, an outingin
the lime-tree forest nearby takes place. The touristic halting-place "Doi iepurasi". The hillock of Denis -
Tepe (266 m. alt.) meaning '"The Hill of the Seas". According tolegend the Argonauts tethered their ship unto
the iron ring thrust into the rock from its top, when they sailed homeward, after having stolen the “Golden
Fleece"from Colchis (the Caucasus of today). The Golden Fleece were actually specially tanned ram hides,
which were used in collecting gold from the rivers of the Caucasus.

CASIMCEA, village. Archaeological vestiges from the Neolithic, the Roman and Roman-Byzantine periods.
The green rocks (schists of the Precambrian time) used in building and paving, focts one'sattention. Thisis
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where sculptor lon Jalea (1887 - 1983) was born.

CERNA, village. Winemaking centre. The "Panait Cerna" house setup in 1957 in his birthplace - furniture,
books, photographs, péfsonal objects of the poet (1881 - 1913); collection of folk art; agricultural implements.
Nearby, the archaeological reserve of Troesmis (3rd cent. A.D.) and funeral monuments from the Roman
and Roman - Byzantine epoch (two rows of mounds, from the Danube to the hilltops).

ENISALA, village. The ruins of the Enisala fortress, built inthe precincts of some Roman castra in the 13th
cent. - Genovese and Turkish fortification, ruled for some time by Ruling Prince Mircea the Old (the 14th
cent.). Animportant station for the artificial reproduction of fish. A peasant homestead, restored in situ, laid
out for visiting in 1974 - the prototype of the Dobrudjan homestead, with a specific interior, decorated with
objects of folk art from the area - wall carpets, woollen rugs, counterpanes, curtains, floss silk ornamental
towels; fishing tools, agricultural implements.

GARVAN, village. The ruins of the Dinogetia fortress and of a small Roman - Byzantine church, from the
2ndcent. A.D.

ISACCEA, town: port onthe Danube; 30 m. alt; attested by documents in the 5th cent. B.C.; the major base of
the Roman fleeton the Danube. The ruins of the Roman fortress of Noviodunum and funeral monuments
from different epochs. The mosque, witha minaret, 300 years old, with a consummate decoration, sculptured
in stone. The Romanian Orthodox Church, erected inthe 17th cent., with a wooden iconostasis, carved in
1645. Surroundings: the "Cocos" Monastery, an architectural monument, setup in 1833, the first Orthodox
church builtin the Dobrudja and officially acknowledged by the Ottoman state in 1841. The churchwas erected
in 1853 and restored in 1913; the interior painting, in fresco, was executed by Francisco de Biasse, from
Milan. The Museum, setup in 1975, inthe old cells, built in 1853, in an Eastern architectural style, exhibits:
the firman of foundation, signed by Sultan Abdul Medgid, the Gospal bestowed upon by Metropolitan Veniamin
Costache in 1841, priestly vestments, more than 100 hundred years old, cultic objects, icons from the 18th -
19th cent., Gobelin tapestries, old books from the beginning of the 19th cent., with annotations on the 1848
revolution, Roman fibulae, amphorae, inscriptions, coins. The Monastery from Cilic - Dére (“the iron brook’),
an architectonic monument, set up by Romanian and Russian monks in 1841; a two-storied church (1901);
the church from the basement, a former crypt, used for religious service in wintertime. The interior painting -
Gh. Eftimiu, 1929 the iconostasis, of a great artistic value, carved by lon Dima. The abbey - a building inthe
style ofthe Romanian fortified manors. An old cultural and artistic centre - workshops of painting, weaving and
embroidery. The Museum setup in 1967, with objects of church art, embroideries, icons on wood (from the
17th-19th cent.), the Bible of Serban Cantacuzino (1678), documents referring to the history of the monastery,
Turkish objects, folk costumes from the area, carpets, glazed pottery of Birmingham, withimages from Romania.
Close to the monastery - a windmill. The Taita Monastery (1841); the Saon Monastery (1846).
JURILOVCA, commune on the bank ofthe Golovita lake; a typical fishermen's settlement, founded by Lippovan
fishermen in the 18th cent. Architecture, costumes, traditions, that are typically Lippovan - houses planked
outside with boards, with interior painting, especially on the ceilings; behind the house, the 'bania’- the steam
bathhouse, with heated stones. The Museum House - tools used in the household (stone felting - mill, an
amphora, a beehive carved intoa tree-trunk), fishing tools. The Pocrova Church, builtin 1871 - witha huge
dome, visible from the distantlagoonside. Fishery and a small fishermen's port. Surroundings: The Cape
of Dolojman - a rocky peninsula on the bank of the Razelm lake - the ruins of the ancient city of Argamum
-the firstancient Greek settlement, from the territory of this country, mentioned in a literary source from the
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6th cent. B.C. (Hecateu of Miletus). Bisericuta, an isle on the Razemlake - vestiges of settlements from the
Bronze Age and the Byzantine period. Gura Portitei, the junction between the waters of the brackish complex
Razelm - Golovita andthose of the sea; itappeared on the European maps as earlyas 1710. Fishery; touristic
centre.
LUNCAVITA, commune. Nearby, "La cetatuie” - the vestiges of a fortified settlement from the neolithic, of
the Gumelnita type. A beech tree forest (a vegetation of mountainous type), a tertiary relic and a natural
curiosity (2 ha.) - a wildlife reserve.
MACIN, town; portonthe Danube; 30 m. alt; attested bydocumentsinthe 1st-2ndcent. A.D. The ruins of the
Roman fortress of Arrubium. The Mosque (the centre of the town) built in the 18th cent. The old inn - an
architectonic monument.
NICULITEL, commune. A viticultural hilly area - the Sarica and Niculitel vineyards, known for several
cent. The vestiges of a Geto-Dacian settlement from the 4th - 3rd cent. B.C., a Roman castrum, habitations, a
medieval monetary treasure (6,000 coins from the 14th cent. and a seal of ruling-prince Mircea the Old), the
earthenwall ("Trajan's Wall") - part from a fortification system, which closed the depression of Niculitel. The
Churchwith Crypt (basilica with reliquary), erected, in the 11th - 12th cent., from Roman bricks, some of the
latter stamped - a historical and architectural monument, the oldest palaeochristian sanctuary from this country.
The "St Atanasie" Church (the sunken church), erected upon the foundations of a Byzantine basilica from
the 11th cent. - part of the edifice has sunk under the ground; according to legend, it was discovered by
shepherd Niculaitg, the locality was named after. Surroundings: the Consul Hill (333 m. alt.), a pyramid of
porphyry and marble, resembling an enormous throne, girded round by the Taita river, onthree sides, one of
the most beautiful natural monuments from this country. Lime-tree forests - an important melliferous area -
“the beekeepers' paradise".
THE DANUBE DELTA, "The Realm of the Waters', total area, 5,640 sq km., from which 4,340 sq. km. on
Romanian territory, a biological reserve.
.THE CHILIA BRANCH, the northernmost branch flowing into the sea; borderfine; 117 km. betweenthe Chilia
Fork and the sea; 36 m. maximum depth. Navigation of local interest.
TATANIR, afishermen's village. Quince-tree orchards, vineyards. Fishery; the Tatanirlake, plenteous infish.
CHILIA VECHE, commune, mentioned by documents in the 10th cent; the largest and one of the oldest
settlements from the Delta. Beginning with the 14th cent., a strategic role; customhouse. Church, with two
domes, 30 m. high, reference points to people, who are out in the delta. Point of departure for trips on boat
alongthe channels, betweenthe Chiliaand Sulina branches or to the sand banks Chilia and Stipoc. Fishery;
asmallfishermen's and passengers'port.
PERIPRAVA, village. A typical fishermen's settlement; starting - point of trips to the Merhei, Matita lakes
(colonies of pelicans), the Lopatna channel, the "Mila 23" village. Surroundings: LETEA, village, sand bank,
forest. The Letea Sand Bank (17,000 ha.; 13m.alt) - sands gathered in dunes; a fauna specific to the desert.
The Letea Forest (700 ha.), natural monument, vegetation with equatorial aspect - the waterside and greyish
oak-tree (over 150 yearsold, diameter of 1 m.and heightof 30 - 35 m.) the white and black poplar, the water-side
ash-tree, the downy ash-tree (abotanical rarity). Plants, with liana aspect, creep up to the branches of the big
trees, their stalks hanging down, like ropes (forests called by local people "Hammocks").
THE WILDLIFE RESERVE Rogca-Buhaiova - Hrecigca - Letea - between the Chilia branch and the Sulina
channel - 15,400 ha. - lakes, swamps with reed and floating reed islets, playing hostto colonies of pelicans,
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herons, eastern flossy ibises, spoonbills, squacco herons.

THE TULCEA BRANCH, between the Chilia Fork and the Sf. Gheorghe Fork; 19 km. long; 34 m. maximum
depth. Main navigationline.

THE SF. GHEORGHE FORK, this is where the Tulcea branch bifurcates: on the right, the Sf. Gheorghe
branch, on the leftthe Sulina channel. The Lighthouse, which lights up every 5 seconds, in order to indicate
to navigators the exact position of the entrance into the channel.

THE SULINA BRANCH, the shortestand best adjusted branch of the Danube; 62.6 km. long between the Sf.
Gheorghe Fork and the old lighthouse from Sulina, measured in nautical miles. Channel of fluvial - maritime
traffic (the minimal depth of the low-water mark = 7.32 m.) maximal depth, 18 m.

ILGANI COTTAGE by Mile 32. A picturesque place; landing stage. Trips to the Mesteru, Lunguletu, Tataru
lakes, forangling.

PARTIZANI, a village which developed simultaneously with the adjustment of the Sulina branch. Houses built
on a raised ground (to protect them from inundation), thatched with reed, the front sides decorated with
zoomorphic motifs, made of fretworked boards. The fences are made of reed, intertwined, in the upper part.
The means of transporthere is the boat, of different sizes, expressed inthe number of ibs-the ribs of curved
wood of the boat.

MALIUC, commune, by Mile 24. A research station of reed setup in 1956. An important starting point for trips,
along the channels, towards the "Mila 23" village, the Fortuna, Papadia, Olguta lakes, the Sontea channeland
the Old Danube. The documentary Museum, setup in 1963, presents the flora of the Danube Delta.
GORGOVA, a fishermen's village, which appeared on the maps, prior to 1878. The Gorgova Lake (1,377
ha.), one ofthe largestones inthe delta - 12.9 sq. km. of analmost circular shape; the vegetation shelters the
common heron and the big duck. Fishery; a picturesque spot; navigation links with the Litcov channel.
"MILA 23", village. Atypical fishermen's settlement, lying on the firstloop of the "Capital M" (the Old Danube).
Fishery. A locality of touristic interest, starting point for trips on the channels, towards the lakes of Matita,
Leghianca (colonies of pelicans), Rosca, the Stipoc and Chilia sand banks, the Crigan commune.

CRISAN, commune. The major starting-point of trips to the village "Mila 23", the Letea sand bank and forest,
the Caraorman sand bank and forest, the Litcov channel. The Monument, erected in rememberance of the
inauguration of the Sulina Channel (1859). Fishery. The Lebada Hotel - built in the style of the houses from
the delta, with a thatched roof; touristic halting place - huts for camping, a "belvedere" tower, 30 m. high.
SULINA, town: 3.5 m. alt.; fluvio-sea port, located at the mouth of the Sulina branch, where it flows into the
sea; the easternmost town of Romania; attested by documents in 950 A.D. as a Byzantine harbour and in
1318, as a Genoese one; free-port at the beginning of the 20th cent. The Administrative Palace of the
Danubian Fleet, the building of the former European Commission of the Danube; The Old Lighthouse, built
over 1802 - 1842, restored in 1870, situated in the centre of the town, at present and the pier - historical
monuments. The Bust of Conductor George Georgescu (1887 - 1964), whowas born at Sulina. The house
in which writer Jean Bart (Eugeniu P. Botez, 1874 - 1933) - whowas captain of the Sulina port, for a period -
lived. The Greek Church, the oldest church intown, beautifully decoratédinside and outside; ecclessiastical
objects, sacerdotal attire and icons brought from Constantinople. The “St Nicholas* Cathedral, builtin 1910.
The Anglican Church, more thana century old, covered with ivy. The specific architectonies.of the Delta
-the foundations of the houses (of stone or brick) are laid directly on sand and rise 0.5 m. above the ground on
abutments anchored into thick sand bases; outside, the walls are planked with differently coloured boards.
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International Cemetery (maritime cemetery) - the graves of numerous sailors and visitors of Sulina. The
Beach of Sulina - vast, with fine grained sand and sea-water mixed with fresh-water. Starting point for trips
to the Letea forest, the Rosu, Rogulet (fishery) lakes and, through the Bursuca channel, to the Imputita
backwaters and the Rosu - lvancea channel towards the Sf. Gheorghe branch.

THE SF. GHEORGHE BRANCH, the oldest branch of the Danube, between the Sf. Gheorghe Fork and
the sea; 113 km. long; 26 m. maximum depth. Navigation of local interest.

NUFARU, commune. Mentioned under the name of Prislava, in the 10th cent. Vestiges of Roman and
medieval fortifications. Connecting highway with Tulcea municipality.

MAHMUDIA, commune, fluvial port. Vestiges of the Roman - Byzantine Fortress of Salsovia, fromthe
3rd cent. A.D., which became an episcopal seat; a museum centre, with departments of archaeology
(black ceramics, Roman amphorae and bricks), ethnography (fishing boats used by local people, tools for
wool processing) and numismatics (Roman, Greek, Byzantine, Russian coins). A leasure area was laid
out, on the bank - swimming place, landing - stage and boatmen for trips, inlong-boats along the channels.
Connecting highway with Tulcea.

MURIGHIOL, commune, by the large bend of the Sf. Gheorghe branch. A spa of local interest, also named
Morughiol, id est "the violet lake", from the colour of the lake, used for therapeutical purposes. Hallstattan
and Hellenistic archaeological vestiges, Geto - Dacian burial ground, the traces of a Roman fortress,
fragments of pre-feudal ceramics. Lacul Sarat, named by specialists the Salt Marshes from Murighiol -
a micro - wildlife reserve, the predilect nestling place of the black winged stilt, the avocet (natural
monuments), the tufted duck, the plover, the lake curlew. The fronts ofthe houses have fretwork decorative
elements, with different ornamental motifs: fish, fans, sea horses, leaves, the tree oflife. Touristic halting
place "Pelican", huts, bungalows, restaurant, one of the largest campings from the area of the delta; place
forbathing, recreational boating along the channels, in boats steered by local people. Connecting highway
with Tulcea.

UZLINA, fishery and hunting lodge. Micro - wildlife reserve - nestling place for numerous waders.
DUNAVATUL (de SUS and de JOS), villages inhabited by Romanians (the descendants of the Transylvanian
shepherds, who had come with their flocks in the last cent.) and by Ukraininans (who had left Zaporozhe,
because ofthe persecutions, inflicted by the autocratic régime of empress Catherine Il of Russia). Animportant
connecting channel with the Razelm - Sinoe lagoonal system; fishery and fishermen's lodge.

DRANOV, channel, sited atkm. 45; a quite special touristic itinerary. The area expanding between the Dranov
channeland the Sf. Gheorghe locality - wildlife reserve of egrets, swans and squacco herons. Piscicultural
complex-fishery, lodge.

CARAORMAN, village, sand bank, forest. The Caraoraman Sand Bank (7,000 ha.; 6.7 m. maximum altitude)
- sandy soil, with 7 m. high moving sand dunes; a desertic aspect. The Caraorman Forest, the black forest
(400 ha.) - natural monument - vegetation with an equatorial aspect, similar to the Letea forest. Channel:
piscicultural establishment. Starting - point towards the Litcov channel, the Isac lake, the Uzlina lake and
lodge, the Perivolovca channel (rich vegetation, many species of birds, picturesque landscape), the Puiu,
Puiulet, Rosu, Rosuletlakes.

IVANCEA MARE, sand-bank and channel atkm. 18; one of the largest nestling areas of wild geese. Fishery.
The Ivancea channel makes the connection with Sulina, through the Rosu, R0§ulet !akes the Imputita
backwaters and the Bursuca channel.
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SFANTU GHEORGHE, commune located at the mouth of the branch of the same name, where its waters flow
into the sea; attested by documents in 1318. An important place of touristic attraction - architectonics,
specific o the delta; fishery (the processing of caviar); the largestbeach of the Romanian sea-side. The Old
Lighthouse (19.8 m. high, a wooden structure from 1856). The New Lighthouse (57 m. high, builtof concrete
in 1968). Nearby: the Séréturile Sand Bank (7,500 ha; 4 m. altitude at most), the Sahalin Isle (formed in
1897), the microdelta of the Sf. Gheorghe branch.

THE LEGEND OF THE “COCOS” MONASTERY

Atthe beginning of the last cent., three monks-Visarion, Gherontie and Isaiia-worthy disciples of Paisie
Velicicovici, abbot of the Neamtu Monastery, made a pilgrimage to Mount Athos. After saying their prayers
and paid their pious homage to this holy place, they set out homewards, aboard a vessel. After sailing along
the Black Sea Coast, their ship entered the mouth of the stately Danube, directed upstream. When they
reached the Isaccea area, they were so deeply impressed with the beauty of these places, that they decided to
call a halt. According to legend, during their first night, spent there, the three monks had one and the same
dream. A mountain-cock appeared and talked to them, exactly like a human being. He let them know that he
was God's messenger, bringing them the heavenly command to build a sanctuary for worship, on the very
place they had chosen to take a rest. Obeying the Divine Order, the three monks embarked on seeking the
mostappropriate site to buildamonastery. With the permission of the Pasha of Tulcea, they erected ahermitage
in wattle, which they named Schitul Cocos (The Hermitage of the Mountain-cock). In 1841, the holy shrine
was acknowledged by the authorities of the Ottoman Empire, by a writ under seal (At the time the Dobrudja
was under the latter's suzeranity). Upon learning the good tidings, Metropolitan Veniamin Costache endowed
the new monastic establishment with ecclesiastical objects, icons, religious books and sacerdotal attire. In
1853, a wealthy shepherd from Poiana Sibiu, Transylvania, Nicolae Ghitd Poenaru, bestowed upon the
hermitage 15000 ducats, 5000 sheep, 15 horses and joined the holy congregation, becoming a monk. About
the same time, close to the tiny wattiework church, the cells and a new church were erected in brick.

¥ EBipriorzaan TIDETEANA
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Tulcea

UCRAINA

TULCEA, municipiu; resedinta judetului; port la Dunare; poarta de intrare in Delta Dundrii: 31 m alt:
97.500 locuitori (1992); cetatea Aegyssus, sec. VI 1.Ch.; atestat ca orag Tulcea 1595. Muzeul ,Delta
Dunarii®, infiintatin 1949, cu mai multe sectii: Sectia de Stiintele Naturii (Str. Progresului 32), prezinta
trecutul, flora gi fauna Deltei Dundrii - biogrupe, diorame, acvarii cu specii de pegti de apé dulce i
salmastrd, colectji de insecte, moluste, ierbare, unelte de pescuit specifice Deltei. Sectia de Arheologie
(Str. Gloriei 4) - parc arheologic in aer liber: vestigiile cetatii Aegyssus, piese arheologice din neolitic,
perioadele geto-dacica, romand si romano-bizanting; biblioteca, documente, colectie numismatica
(greacd, roman, bizanting, medievald, moderna). Sectia de Artd (StrAlexandru Sahia 2), amenajata
intr-un edificiu construitin 1870 de Ismail Paga - ,Palatul Pasalelor"- picturi, sculpturi i grafica inspirate
din peisajul dobrogean $ial Deltei Dunarii; colectie de icoane medievale, arta orientala (covoare. obiecte
de cult, podoabe, costume). Sectia de Etnografie $i Artd Populara (Str.9 Mai 4) - colectii de costume,
podoabe, scoarte, unelte, ceramica; exponate privind ocupatiile traditionale, interioare specifice zonei,

arhitectura populara. Monumentul Independentei (Colnicul Horei), ridicat in memoria eroilor din
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razboiul de independentd din 1877 - fundatia turnata in 1879 (generalul Carol Davilla, prezent la
festivitate, impresionat de clipa traitd gi-a scos decoratiile de la piept si le-a agezat langa pergamentul
ce a fost ingropat la temelia monumentului), inaugurat oficial in 1904 (sculptori G. Vasilescu si C.
Balacescu) si refacut la forma initiald in 1977. Biserica Catedrala ,Sf. Nicolae“ (Str. Progresului),
construitd in 1862, monument de arhitecturd (printr-o ,iradea” i s-a permis construirea turlelor, dar mai
joase decat turnul geamiei). Biserica ,,Sf.Gheorghe® (Str. Pacii), biserica cu ceas, monument de
arhitectur, ridicata in sec. XIX; stilul arhitectural imbogatit cu elemente orientale. Geamia catedrala
,Azzizie“ (Str. Independentei), monument de artd orientald, refacuta in 1924, dupa modelul [&casului
construit de Ismail Paga inainte de 1877. Primaria veche (str. 14 Noiembrie), edificiu din 1872, fosta
jandarmerie turceasca. Liceul ,Spiru Haret“ (Str. 14 Noiembrie), constructie din 1883 - cea mai veche
institutie de invatamant secundar din Dobrogea. Piata civicd a orasului, amenajatd in 1972 (arh. Gh.
Tofan), - pardositd cu placi de marmurd. Statuia ecvestrd a domnitorului Mircea cel Batran (Piafa
civicd), sculptor |. Jalea, 1972. Bustul lui Spiru Haret (sculptor V. Chiriachide, 1923). Gara C.F.R. -
arhitectura originald, cu acoperis in forma de barca. Faleza Dundrii, lacul Ciuperca, lacul Zaghen,
Péadurea Bididia - locuri de agrement.
AGIGHIOL, sat; statiune balneoclimaterica de interes local - lac cu apa sérata si ndmol terapeutic;
rezervatie paleontologica- fosile de amoniti, fauna de varsta triasicd; aici a fost descoperitun mormant
princiar de la mijlocul sec. IV 1.Ch., celebru prin inventarul séu deosebit de bogat. t. In apropiere: Insula
Popina (lacul Razelm), indltime maxima 47 m; microrezervatie naturala loc de cuibarit preferat de
califarii albi si califarii rogii, monumente ale naturii.
BABADAG, orag; 60 malt.;localitate cu elemente de statiune climaterica, supranumité, Sinaia Dobroger”,
atestat documentar 1330. Muzeul de Arta Orientald (Str. Mihai Viteazul), amenajat in ,Casa Panaghia’,
fost seminar musulman; muzeul, infiintat in 1973 prezintd lucrdri de artd plasticd romaneasca
contemporana; colectie de art orientald din sec. XVII-XIX: covoare de Siraz, Anatolia, Sirme, Ghiordez,
cagmiruri, broderii, costume cusute cu fir de aur; vase de arama cu ornamente damaschinate; arme;
podoabe; mobild cu incrustatii in sidef; ceramicd. Geamia Ali-Gazi-Pasa (Str. Geamief 1), construité in
timpul sultanului Murad | (1359-1389) - unul dintre cele mai vechi monumente de arhitecturd musulmana
dintara, cuun minaretinaltde 30 m; muzeu cu obiecte orientale de cult. Incurte, mormantul generalului
Ali-Gazi-Paga. Cismeaua Kalaigi (ldngé geamie) - arhitectura tipic dobrogeand - aici isi spélau méinile
adeptii cultului musulman, veniti in pelerinaj la Mormantul dervisului Baba-Sari-Saltic (Str. Macin),
canonizat dupa deces; legendele spun ca de la el ar veni numele orasului. Zona viticola: vin rogu de
Babadag, rivalul vinului de Nicoresti. Imprejurimi: Lacul Babadag - zona de agrement si pescuit sportiv.
Padurile Babadagulm cu specii de plante de tip balcano-ponto-taurice $i o rezervatie pentru caprioare
(150 ha). In jurul datei de 15 iunie are loc 0 serbare cAmpeneasca in padurea de tei din apropiere.
Popas turistic ,,Doi iepurasi“. Colina Denis-Tepe (266 m alt.) - in limba romand are intelesul de
_Colnicul marilor - 0 legenda sustine ca de inelul de fier infipt candva in stanca de pe varful lui, si-au
legat argonautii corabia lor, trecand pe aici in drum spre casa, dupd ce au furat,/dna de aurdin Colhida
(Caucazul de azi). Lana de aur, de fapt erau pieile de berbec special argasite, ce se foloseaula culegerea
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aurului din raurile Caucazului.

CASIMCEA, sat. Vestigi arheologice neolitice, din perioada romana si romano-bizantina. Atrag atentia
blocurile de piatra verde (Sisturi de vérsta precambriand), folosite in constructii si pavaj. Satul natal al
sculptorului lon Jalea (1887-1983).

CERNA, sat. Centru de vinificatie. Casa Memoriala ,,Panait Cerna“, amenajata in 1957 in casa
parinteasca - mobilier, carti, fotografii, obiecte personale ale poetului (1881-1913); colectie de arta
populara; inventar agricol. In apropiere: rezervatia arheologicaTroesmis (sec. Ill 1.Ch.) si monumentele
funerare din epoca romana i romano-bizantina (doud randuri de movile, de la Dunare spre culmile
dealurilor).

ENISALA, sat. Ruinele cetatii Enisala, construitd in sec. XIll pe vatra unor castre romane - fortificatie
genoveza si turceascd, stapanita un timp de domnitorul Mircea cel Batran (sec.XIV). Importanta statiune
de reproducere artificiala a pestelui. Gospodarie Taraneasca, restaurata in situ, amenajata pentru
vizitare in 1974 - prototipul gospodariei dobrogene cu interior specific, ornat cu obiecte de arta populara
din zond - péretare, scoarte de ana, cuverturi, perdele, stergare din borangic, piese de port; unelte de
pescuit, inventar agricol.

GARVAN, sat. Ruinele cetétii Dinogetia si a unei bisericute romano-bizantine, din sec. Il d.Ch.
ISACCEA, oras;portla Dunare; 30 malt.; atestat documentar sec.V 1.Ch.; principala baza a flotei romane
pe Dunare. Ruinele cetatii romane Noviodunum si monumente funerare din epoci diferite. Geamia,
cu un minaret, veche de 300 ani, cu o pretioasa decoratie sculptaté in piatra. Biserica ortodoxa, ridicata
in sec. XVII, cu un iconostas din lemn, sculptat in 1645. Imprejurimi: Ménastirea Cocos, infiintata in
1833, prima biserica ortodoxa ridicata in Dobrogea i recunoscuta oficial de Statul Otoman in 1841;
monument de arhitectura - biserica, ridicata in 1853 si refacuta in 1913; pictura interioara in frescé
executata de Francisco de Biasse, din Milano; muzeul, amenajat in 1975 in vechile chilii construite in
1853 cu arhitectura orientald, prezinta: firmanul de intemeiere semnat de sultanul Abdul Medgid,
evanghelia déruita de mitropolitul Veniamin Costache la 1841, vesminte preotesti vechi de peste 100 de
ani, obiecte de cult, icoane din sec. XVIII-XIX, goblenuri, carti vechi de la 1800 cu insemnari privind
revolutia de la 1848, fibule romane, amfore, inscriptii, monede. Manastirea Cilic-Deré (,paraul de fier"),
intemeiatd in 1841 de calugari roméni si rusi, monument de arhitectura - biserica etajatd ridicata in
1901; biserica din subsol, fosté gropnita, utilizata pentru slujbele din timpul iernii; pictura interioara
realizata de Gh. Eftimiuin 1929; catapeteasma, de mare valoare artisticd, sculpatd de lon Dima; staretia
- constructie in stilul culelor romanesti; vechi centru cultural si artistic - ateliere de picturd, tesétorie si
broderie; muzeu amenajat in 1967 - obiecte de arta bisericeasca, broderii, icoane pe lemn din sec.
XVII-XIX, Biblia lui Serban Cantacuzino (1678), documente privind istoria manastirii, obiecte turcesti,
costume populare din zond, covoare, ceramica de Birmingham cu imagini din Romania. Langa manastire
- 0 moara de vant. Manastirea Taita (1841); Manastirea Saon (1846).

JURILOVCA, comuna pe malul lacului Golovita; asezare tipic pescareasca, intemeiata in sec. XVl de
pescarilipoveni. Arhitectura, costume, datini specific lipovenesti - case captusite cu scanduri pe exterior,

iar in interior pictate, in special tavanele; in spatele casei ,bania*“ baia de aburi, cu pietre incinse. Casa
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muzeu - unelte utilizate in gospodarie (piud de piatrd, o amford, un stup de albine cioplit din trunchiul
unui copac), unelte de pescuit. Biserica Pocrova, construitd in 1871 - cupola vasta, vizibila din largul
- complexului lagunar. Cherhana si mic port pescéresc. Imprejurimi: Capul Dolojman (peninsula
stancoasa pe malul lacului Razelm) - ruinele orasului antic Argamum - prima localitate antica
greceasca de pe teritoriul tarii noastre mentionatd de un izvor literar din sec. VI 1.Ch. (Hecateu din Milet).
Bisericuta, insuld in lacul Razelm - vestigii ale unor agezdri din epoca bronzului §i bizantina. Gura
Portitei, loc de legatura intre apele complexului salmastru Razelm-Golovita i cele ale mérii; figureaza
pe hartile europene din 1710; cherhana; complex turistic.
LUNCAVITA, comund. In apropiere, ,La cetatuie® - vestigiile unei agezéri intérite din epoca neoliticé,
de tip Gumelnita. Padure de fag cu vegetatie de tip montan, relict tertiar §i o curiozitate a naturii (2 ha) -
rezervatie naturala.
MACIN, oras; port la Dunare; 30 m alt.; atestat documentar sec.l-ll d.Ch. Ruinele cetatii romane
Arrubium. Geamia (centrul oragului), construitd in sec. XVIII. Hanul vechi - monument de arhitectura.
NICULITEL, comuna. Zona colinaraviticola - Podgoriile Sarica i Niculitel cunoscute de acum cateva
secole. Vestigiile unei agezari geto-dacice din sec. IV-IIl i.Ch., un castru roman, locuinte, tezaur monetar
medieval (6000 monede din sec. XIV i o pecete a domnitorului Mircea cel Batran) valul de pamént
(,Valul lui Traian“) - o parte dintr-un sistem de fortificatii care inchidea depresiunea Niculitelului.
Biserica cu cripta (bazilica cu martirycon), ridicata in sec. XI-XII, din caramizi romane, unele stampilate
- monument istoric si de arhitecturd, cel mai vechi agezamant paleocrestin din tara noastra. Biserica
,Sf. Atanasie“ (biserica ingropata), ridicata pe fundatiile unei bazilici bizantine din sec. XI - o parte a
edificiului este ingropat; dupa legenda, el a fost descoperit de ciobanul Niculditd, care a dat si numele
localitatii. Imprejurimi: Dealul Consul (333 m alt.), o piramida de porfir i marmurd, ca un enorm tron,
pe care-l incinge raul Taita pe trei parti, unul dintre cele mai frumoase monumente naturale din tard.
Paduri de tei - importanta zona meliferd - ,raiul stuparilor®,
DELTA DUNARII, supranumitd, Tara Apelor”, suprafata totala, 5640 kmp, din care pe teritoriul romanesc
4340 kmp, rezervatie biologica.
BRATUL CHILIA, cel mai nordic brat de varsare in mare; linie de granitd; 117 km lungime intre Ceatalul
Chilia si mare; 36 m adancime maxima. Navigatie de interes local.
TATANIR, sat de pescari. Livezi de gutui, vii. Cherhana. Lacul Tatanir bogat in peste.
CHILIA VECHE, comung, mentionata documentar in sec. X; cea mai mare $i una dintre cele mai vechi
asezari omenesti din Deltd; rol strategic, incepand din sec. XIV; punct de vama. Bisericd, cu doud turle
de 30 m indltime, puncte de reper pentru cei aflati in delta. Loc de plecare in plimbari pe canalele dintre
bratele Chilia si Sulina sau pe grindurile Chilia si Stipoc. Cherhana; mic port pescaresc si de pasageri.
PERIPRAVA, sat. Asezare tipic pescareasc; loc de pornire in excursii spre lacurile Merhei, Matita
(colonii de pelicani), canalul Lopatna, satul Mila 23. Imprejurimi: LETEA, sat, grind, padure. Grindul
Letea (17.000 ha; 13 m alt.) - nisipuri adunate in dune; faun specifica desertului. Padurea Letea (700
ha). monument al naturii, vegetatie cu aspect ecuatorial - stejarul de lunca si brumariu (peste 150 de
ni, diametrul 1 m i inltimea de 30-35 m), plopul alb ginegru, frasinul de lunca, frasinul pufos (raritate



botanica); de crengile copacilor mari s-au agaat plante cu aspect de liane, tulpinile lor atdrménd ca

niste frénghii (paduri-numite de localnici ,hasmacuri®).

REZERVATIA NATURALA Rosca-Buhaiova-Hrecisca-Letea - intre bratul Chilia si canalul Sulina

(15.400 ha) - ghioluri, mlagtini stuficole si plauri care gazduiesc colonii de pelicani, egrete, tiganusi

lopatari, starci galbeni.

BRATUL TULCEA, intre Ceatalul Chilia si Ceatalul Sf. Gheorghe; 19 km lungime; 34 m adéncime

maxima. Cale principald de navigatatie.

CEATALUL SF. GHEORGHE, in acest loc se bifurca bratul Tulcea: pe dreapta bratul Sf. Gheorghe, pe

sténga canalul Sulina. Far care se aprinde din 5 in 5 secunde, pentru a indica navigatorilor pozitia exacta

a intrrii pe canal.

BRATUL SULINA, celmai scurt, mai drept si mai amenajat brat al Dundrii; 62,6 km lungime intre Ceatalul

St. Gheorghe si farul vechi din Sulina, mésurati in mile marine; Canal de trafic fluvio-maritim - adéncimea

minima la etiaj = 7,32 m, adancime maxima 18 m.

CABANA ILGANI, in dreptul Milei 32. Loc pitoresc; debarcader. Excursii spre lacurile Mesteru,

Lunguletu, Tataru, pentru pescuit.

PARTIZANI, sat dezvoltat odata cu amenajarea brafului Sulina. Case construite pe teren ridicat (pentru

a le feri de inundatii), acoperite cu stuf si frontoanele ornamentate cu figuri zoomorfe, din scandura

traforata. Imprejmuirile sunt din stuf impletit la partea superioar. Mijlocul de deplasare aici este barca,

de diferite marimi exprimate in crevace - coastele de lemn curb ale barcii.

MALIUC, comuna, in dreptul Milei 24. Statiune de cercetare a stufului, infiintata in 1956.Important punct

de plecare in excursii pe canale spre satul Mila 23, lacurile Fortuna, Papadia, Olguta, canalul Sontea

si Dunarea Veche. Muzeul documentar, amenajat in 1963, prezinta flora Deltei Dunarii.

GORGOVA, sat pescaresc, ce apare pe harti inainte de 1878. Lacul Gorgova (1377 ha), unul dintre

cele mai mari din delta - 12,9 kmp, cu forma aproape circulara; vegetatia adaposteste stércul cenusiu si

rafa mare. Cherhana. Loc pitoresc. Legaturi de navigatie cu canalul Litcov.

MILA 23, sat. Asezare tipic pescareasca pe prima bucla a ,Marelui M* (Dundrea Veche). Cherhana.

Localitate de interes turistic - loc de plecare in excursii pe canale spre lacurile Matita, Leghianca

(colonii de pelicani), Rosca, grindurile Stipoc si Chilia, comuna Crisan.

CRISAN, comuna. Principal punct de pornire in excursii spre satul Mila 23, grindul si padurea Letea,

grindul si padurea Caraorman, canalul Litcov. Monument in amintirea inaugurarii Canalului Sulina

(1859). Cherhana. Hotel Lebada - construitin stilul caselor din delta, cu acoperis din stuf; popas turistic
- casute; turn de ,belvedere”, h=30 m.

SULINA, oras; 3,5 m alt; port fluvio-maritim, situat la vérsarea bratului Sulina in mare; orasul cel mai

estic al Roméniei; atestat documentar 950 d.Ch. ca scheld bizantina si in 1318 ca schela genoveza

porto-franco la inceputul sec. XX. Palatul Administrativ al Flotei Dunérene, fosta cladire a Comisiei

Europene a Dundrii; farul vechi, construit intre 1802-1842, refacut in 1870, acum situat in mijlocul

orasului si cheiul - monumente istorice. Bustul dirijorului George Georgescu (1887-1964), originar

din Sulina. Casa in care a locuit scriitorul Jean Bart (Eugeniu P. Botez, 1874-1933) - un timp a fost
217



capitanul portului Sulina. Biserica greacd, cea mai veche biserica din orag, frumos ornamentaté pe
interior si la exterior; odoare si icoane aduse de la Constantinopol. Catedrala ,,Sf. Nicolae“, construita
in 1910. Biserica anglicand, veche de peste un secol, imbracatd toata in iederd. Arhitectura specifica
Deltei - temeliile caselor (din piatra sau caramida) sunt agezate direct pe nisip i ridicate cu 0,5 m
deasupra solului pe picioare fixate in talpi largi de nisip; la exterior, peretii sunt placati cu scanduri
divers colorate. Cimitir International (cimitir maritim) - mormintele multor marinari i vizitatoriai Sulinei.
Plaja Sulinei - intins&, cu nisip fin i apd de mare dulce. Punct de plecare in excursii spre padurea
Letea, lacurile Rosu, Rosulet (cherhana), iar prin canalul Busurca, gérla Imputitasi canalul
Rosu-lvancea spre bratul Sf. Gheorhe.

BRATUL SF. GHEORGHE, cel mai vechi brat al fluviului, intre Ceatalul Sf. Gheorghe si mare; 113 km
lungime; 26 m adancime maxima. Navigatie de interes local.

NUFARU, comuna. Mentionata in sec.X sub numele de Prislava. Vestigii ale unor fortificatii romane si
medievale. Sosea de legatura cu municipiul Tulcea.

MAHMUDIA, comung; port fluvial. Vestigii ale fortéretei romano-bizantine Salsovia, din sec.lll d.Ch,,
devenita resedintd episcopald; punct muzeal cu sectii de arheologie (ceramica neagra, amfore i
caramizi romane), etnografie (vase pescaresti folosite de localnici, unelte pentru prelucrarea Ianii) si
numismaticd (monezi romane, grecesti, bizantine, rusesti). Pe mal s-a amenajat 0 zona de agrement -
strand, barcagii pentru plimbari cu lotca pe canale. Sosea de legatura cu municipiul Tulcea.
MURIGHIOL, comund in dreptul marelui cot al bratului Sf. Gheorghe; localitate balneard de interes local
numitd si Morughiol, adica ,lacul violet”, dupa culoarea ghiolului folosit in scopuri terapeutice. Urme
arheologice hallstattiene si elenistice, cimitir geto-dac, urmele unei cetati romane, fragmente de ceramica
prefeudald. Lacul Sarat, numit de specilisti Saraturile de la Murighiol - microrezervatie naturald, loc
de cuibdrit preferat de piciorong, avozeta (monumente ale naturii), ciocintors, rata cu ciuf, fluierarul de
lac. Frontoanele caselor au elemente decorative traforate cu diverse motive ornamentale: pesti, evantaie,
caluti de mare, frunze, pomul vietii. Popas turistic ,Pelican” - casute, bungalowuri, restaurant, unul
dintre cele mai mari campinguri din regiunea deltei; loc pentru plja, plimbari de agrement pe canale cu
bérci conduse de localnici. Sosea de legatura cu municipiul Tulcea.

UZLINA, cherhana si cabana de vanatoare. Microrezervatie naturala - loc de cuibarit pentru numeroase
pasari.

DUNAVATUL (de SUS si de JOS), sate formate din romani (urmasii ,mocanilor” transilvaneni, veniti in
secolul trecut cu turmele de oi) si ucrainieni (veniti din Zaporojie, in urma persecutiilor regimului autocrat
alimparétesei Ecaterinaa ll-a a Rusiei). Important canal de legatura cu sistemul lagunar Razelm-Sinoe.
Cherhana si caband pescareasca.

DRANOV, canal, la km 45; ruta turistica aparte. Zona cuprinsa intre canalul Dranov i localitatea Sf.
Gheorghe - rezervatie de egrete, lebede si starci lopatari. Complex piscicol - cherhana, caband.
CARAORMAN, sat, grind, padure. Grindul Caraorman (7000 ha; 6,7 m alt. maxima) - sol nisipos, cu
dune de nisip miscator, de 7 m inaltime; aspect de desert. Padurea Caraorman, padurea neagra, (400
ha), monument al naturii - vegetatie cu aspect ecuatorial, asemanator padurii Letea. Canal; amenajare



piscicold. Loc de plecare spre: canalul Litcov, lacul Isac, lacul si cabana Uzlina, canalul Perivolovca
(vegetatie bogatd, multe specii de pasdri, peisaj pitoresc), lacurile Puiu, Puiulet, Rosu, Rosulet.
IVANCEA MARE, grind si canal lakm 18; una dintre cele mai mari zone de cuibarit a gastelor salbatice.
Cherhana. Canalul lvancea face legatura cu Sulina prin lacurile Rosu, Rogulet, garla Imputita si
canalul Busurca.

SFANTU GHEORGHE, comuna la vérsarea in mare a bratului cu acelasi nume; atestatd documentar
1318. Importanta localitate de interes turistic - arhitectura specifica deltei; cherhana (prelucrarea
icrelor negre); cea mai intinsa plajd marina de pe litoralul romanesc. Far vechi - 19,8 m inaltime,
constructie din lemn din 1856. Far nou - 57 m inaltime, construit din beton in 1968. In apropiere: grindul
Sératurile(7500 ha; 4m alt. maxima), insula Sahalin (formaté in 1897), microdelta bratului Sf. Gheorghe.

LEGENDA MANASTIRII COCOS

Lainceputul veacului trecut, trei calugari - Visarion, Gherontie silsaiia - destoinici ucenici ai staretului
Paisie Velicicovici de la Manastirea Neamtului, au plecat in pelerinaj la muntele Athos. Dupa ce au adus
prinos de multumire si inchindciune locului sfant, s-au indreptat spre casd, plutind pe Marea Neagré cu
o corabie care a intrat pe gurile Dundrii. Ajungénd in apropiere de Isaccea si impresionati de frumusetea
locului, au hotarat sa faca un popas. Chiar in prima noapte, toti trei au avut acelasi vis: se facea, ¢é le-a
aparut in fatd un cocos de munte; vorbindu-le in grai omenesc, acesta le-a zis ca este solul Domnului,
trimis cu porunca divina ca ei sa ridice un lacas de rugaciune pe locul ales pentru odihnd. Ascultand
cuvantul Sfant, ceitrei calugari au purces la alegerea locului prielnic pentru intemeierea manastirii. Cu
permisiunea pagei de la Tulcea, ei au construit un schit impletit din nuiele, pe care l-au numit Schitul
Cocos, dupa infatisarea luata de mesagerul Domnului. In anul 1841 [3casul a fost recunoscut de Statul
Otoman si a capatat drept de pecete. Auzind vestea cea buna, mitropolitul Veniamin Costache a inzestrat
noul agezamént monahal cu odoare, icoane, carti sfinte si vesminte preotesti. Pe la 1853, Nicolae Ghita
Poenaru, oier instérit din Poiana Sibiului, a daruit schitului 15.000 de galbeni, 5.000 oi si 15 cai si s-a
calugarit aici. Tot atunci, langa bisericuta din nuiele, s-au construit chiliile si 0 noua biserica din zid.
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Femeie in costum popular din jud.Tulcea.
Woman in folk costume from the Tulcea county.

Pescari cu ndavod 1n Delta Dundrii. Sl
Fishermen with trammel net in the Danube Delta. :
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Egretd in zbor in Delta Dundrii - rezervatie naturald biologica si de biosferd, 4340kmp.
Flying egret in the Danube Delta - a biological and biospheric reserve, 4340 sgkm.

Hotelul Lebida din Crisan, pe bratul Sulina al Dundrii, jud.Tulcea.
Hotel “Lebdda” (Swan) at Crigan, on the Sulina branch of the Danube, Tulcea county.
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